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The Greybeards have their first performance ata su  rprise birthday party.
They are left to right, John Trail, tenor, Terry Na  nninga, lead,
Bart Bartholomew, bass and Terry Smith, bari.

A surprise and a first

By Terry Smith

On Saturday, May 8, Betty Wenzl , one
of the Valentine recipients from the Ver-
million area, had a surprise birthday party
thrown for her at Valentino’s in Seneca.

The Greybeards were contacted to
sing several songs for Betty as another
surprise for her. Betty was very pleased
and enjoyed the entertainment, along
with all the guests at her party. This was

the first performance for the Greybeards . This
group had been called Terry and the Grey
Beards but has changed their name to just the
Greybeards. They had a great time and were
very well accepted by the audience. A number of
comments were received on how well everyone
enjoyed the singing and that the harmony was
awesome. We look forward to doing future per-
formances.

The chapter and chorus meet every Thursday evening

at 7:30 p.m. at the First Methodist Church Activit  y Center
on the corner of Poyntz and 6th Street, Manhattan, Kansas.
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InCider Press,a monthly publication, is th
official publication of the Manhattan, Kang
chapter of the Central States District (CSD
the Barbershop Harmony Society.

The Manhattan Chapter is the home of
Little Apple Chorus. The chapter and chor
meet every Thursday evening at 7:30 p.m. a
First Methodist Church Activity Center on th
corner of Poyntz and 6th Street, Manhat
Kansas.

For more information about meetings
joining call or write to the Editor. (see below
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From information provided to the Board during its meeting on Monday,
May 10, the show was the financial and attendance success we had
hoped for. Final numbers are not in from McCain at this time so finan-
cial results are not available, but all indications are that the final num-
bers will show a profit. And our attendance nearly reached the 1,000
mark which is a strong positive. Thank you to everyone who contributed
to the story of success.

From the keyboard of
President Bill Hanson

With the 2010 Show now behind us we are prepared to move on to
the new and exciting challenges that we face during the rest of the
Chapter year. Those challenges include preparation for our combined
performance with the Municipal City Band in the City Park Pavilion,
preparation for and performance at churches throughout the area,
preparation for a summer family picnic, preparation and performance in
Clay Center and whatever other fun activities come our way. Some of
us will be participating in and enjoying the International Convention,
Harmony University and the fall CSD Convention in Mason City, lowa.

As you can see, we have a busy schedule ahead of us. A fact which
makes it highly important for each member to be in attendance at Chap-
ter Meeting each Thursday night if possible. We know there will be
nights when you have pressing issues which keep you away, but we
also need you to know that your presence is important to all of us.

Again, thank you to each Chapter member for all you do. The Chapter,
Chorus and Quartets need you_in attendance. And, bring a friend to
share the joy of harmony Barbershop style.

Loren Alexander accepted on behalf of the Chaptert  he
Silver Award certificate from the Harmony Foundatio n
which was presented to Bill Hanson, President, in S ioux
City. The Chapter earned that certificate for givi  ng

$50.00 + per member to the Foundation for its

charitable work.
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On the risers

Loren Alexander , VP Music & Performance

InCider Press

Little Apple Chorus on risers in the spring show

Hooray! We get on the risers!! Beam and sing!

As we gain control of words and notes, our directors
agree to work with us on the risers. We felt that we
gained very good mastery of our songs for the concert
segment of the Spring Show 2010; with the acoustic shell
back of us, and with us on the risers, we heard from our
audience that we sounded great. What might impact us
as we switch from sitting on chairs to standing on risers
during a rehearsal?

a) Sitting in chairs crimps the torso, hindering breathing.
(From a book | read: Stand up straight by backing up to a
wall and getting heels, butt, shoulders and head all touch-
ing the wall, then maintain that posture while singing and
moving). A challenge for this old body! It works!

b) Sitting in chairs restricts our body movement. —
(Standing on the risers allows and encourages relaxed
freedom of movement in our individual space. We can
“lean and beam” more easily.)

c) Sitting in chairs makes it more difficult for some of us

to see and hear the director. — (Standing on risers gives
us more direct access to the directors’ arm-waving and
spoken interactions.)

d) Sitting in chairs makes it difficult to hear the other
parts. — (Standing on the risers helps us hear everyone
and to create a unified ensemble.)

e) Sitting in chairs can set up a relaxing time to work on
notes and words, sing fun songs, talk, etc., as we concen-
trate on the basics. - (Standing on risers becomes a
reward for getting the basics of the music mastered so
that we can emphasize fine nuances of tone, expression
and technique.)

THE END GOAL: On the risers we sing a song, ex-
pressing the musical message in relaxed and animated
group response to the director’s interpretation.

We get some of our songs learned well — songs that we
can perform accurately and with ease. It all comes to a
pinnacle on the risers. That's pure joy — for us, for our
directors, and for our audiences!
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Let them in on the secret

By Dave Fink

Since becoming the 'Membership Guy' and reading
the articles in the latest Harmonizer on Youth In Har-
mony (good stuff), I've started touring local High
Schools and talking with Vocal Music teachers. I've
just been introducing myself and not much more and
I've learned a couple of things. The first thing I've
learned in my short travel is that they (the teachers)
are excited about BHS and, if possible, to have us visit
for a short program and to answer any questions the
kids might have. The second thing is, that without
exception, the teachers know someone personally or
have intimate knowledge of the Little Apple Chorus.

OH, MAN! (I say to myself), what can | possibly
add to what these people already know about the cho-
rus? Well, let me tell you, just about everything. My
qguestion is this - Why do they know us and still
don't KNOW us? WHATS A MATTA WITH YOU?

Here we are, sitting' on the neatest pastime there
is, and we don't even bother to tell the people we al-
ready know - people who could be very instrumental in
expanding our Society and helping to insure it's fu-
ture. What's the big secret! If you don't feel you can
talk to them yourself, you (or I) can always find some-
one to do your talking for you. You might have had as
good or better idea to connect with people but just
haven't acted on it. You are just going to have to
learn to share! | can't speak for everyone, but I'll listen
to your idea and do something----even if it's wrong!

We're never going to grow as a chorus (or Soci-
ety) by not doing something. If you're afraid of blow-
ing someone out of the water - DON'T BE! | would
rather be considered someone who was excited
about their hobby than someone who didn't care
enough about their hobby (or their friends) to let
them in on the secret.

Picture this - several years from now, our chorus
is at a national convention and we hear a great young
chorus, or better yet, a metal winning young quartet
that has just knocked the socks off the competition,
and they are talking to the MC - yes it's their first com-
petition. Yes, they are from the Central States District
and the only started singing three years ago. Then,
the bright-eyed lead or tenor, or both says they are
originally from the Manhattan Kansas area. "Why did
you start singing only three years ago when | know
you have an active chapter there?," says the
MC. "They never let us know......
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May Board Meeting notes

Pat Caffey, Chapter Secretary

The board approved the membership application of
Scott Hertzig .

It was announced that the chapter now has a face
book page. Look under Little Apple Barbershop
Chorus. We should encourage, not only members,
but prospective members to visit the page.

The Clay Center show date has been moved to Oc-
tober 24th, a Sunday, at 2 p.m. If you haven't done so
anyway, you should put this on your calendar to save
that date.

We will rehearse for our performance with the City
Band on the usual board meeting night, so the board
will meet on June 21st, instead. Chapter members are
welcome to come to board meetings at 7:30 p.m. at
Westbank Townhomes Clubhouse (usually on the 2nd
Monday each month).

T STATEY i
. (== .

Appreciation to the Board

By Don Thomson , member at large

| belong (and have belonged) to quite a few organi-
zations over the years, and there seems to be a fairly
common theme in all organizations. Every organiza-
tion has a board of directors, or some similar govern-
ing body of another name, made up of very dedicated
men and/or women who work very hard behind the
scenes to keep the organization going.

Our chapter is no different. We had many good ex-
changes of ideas and information at our last board
meeting, and we are very fortunate to have such dedi-
cated and talented officers in our chapter. The diffi-
culty with just about all organizations, however, is to
pass that enthusiasm on to all others in the organiza-
tion. Although we do a pretty good job of passing
down information, we could probably do better.

In the meantime, please let your president, secre-
tary, treasurer, and the VP's of marketing, member-
ship, and music & performance know how much you
appreciate what they do for us all through the
year. They really do an incredible job for us.

I know that they would appreciate hearing an ac-
knowledgement from you

We want to see you at
Harmony U

By Dave Fink

Let's see....there's Me and Bill Bunyan, Brian and Ma-
son Swenson with Travis Troyer at directors college
and then - me! Why did | list myself twice? Because |
plan on having twice as much fun, learn twice as much,
make twice as many friends - AND EAT TWICE AS
MUCH ICE CREAM AS THOSE OTHER GUYS! | invite
you to just try and have even as much fun as them, but
you'll never match me! Well maybe you can have as
much fun as me, but you've have to be there to do it!

Here's the neatest part - Bob Swenson will pry open
the purse and pay half your expenses for the week ---
BUT HURRY!

Bob may be getting generous, but he still looking for a
bargain. The longer you wait, the more it costs and Bob
won't pay more than half the cheapest rate.

You can get all the info off the net or I'll share. Either
way, jump on it! This place is SO COOL!

There are a great number of classes anyone can take,
taught by the best people the Society can get for
you. Some of them have their names on the music you
have in your folder. Last year | took Vocal Techniques
from Dave Calland, The Lead for The Allies, our guest
quartet for the spring show. It was great to see my friend
again, we chatted for a while and we'll look forward to
seeing each other again the first week in August. Will you
be there with us? He said that it would be OK for me to
bring the whole chorus! There you go! Permission from
the faculty - It don't get much better!

Last summer | met guys (and girls) from all over the
world! | met them from Australia and New Zealand all the
way to Europe and the Pacific. When asked if it is worth
their time and expense the answer is always YES. Do
you think it would be any less of a life changing experi-
ence for you, just because you have the good fortune to
live just "down the road"? No way!

Take advantage of this opportunity. This is something the
rest of the world saves up for all year! It's time to make a
memory!
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Barbershop Melodies in the
Orpheum Theater, Sioux City

By Harvey Kiser

Barbershop harmony rang through the beautifully re-
stored Orpheum Theatre in Sioux City, lowa at the CSD
spring convention, April 23 — 25. 512 persons were in
attendance. Some received complimentary registrations
because were first timers as new members. Five mem-
bers and wives from the Manhattan Chapter attended with
our very own Bob Swenson serving as the contest ad-
ministrator

Three CSD quartets qualified to perform in the Society’'s
Summer Convention contest in Philadelphia. They are 3
Men and A Melody , High Definition and Skyline . The
automatic qualifier CSD collegiate quartet is Tag Team,
which had 5 more points than Audio Avenue .

Alan Lamson , the Society’s Executive Vice President
and to be President next year, represented the Society's
Board in Sioux City. He attended the District's PAT,
Board and House of Delegates meetings, emceed the
quartet finals and reported the happenings in the Society.

-- Membership Matters --

Alan acknowledged that the CSD had a gain in mem-
bers this past year. On December 1, 2009 the Society
has 25,500 members with a decline in the membership
losses The average age of members in the Society is
between 62 and 63 and is 58 in CSD. The largest age
group to join the Society this past year is 19. John Mar-
shall , former Society Board member from CSD, said that
95% of men in the target group of 35 to 55 have never
heard of our Society. The Society has a Membership
Growth Committee with four task forces. Alan is chair of
one of them and John Donehower of CSD serves on this
one.

-- Philly Convention --

The Society developed a budget for 6500 persons to
attend. The attendance last year in Anaheim was 6000.
6898 were registered by Monday, May 3. The expecta-
tion is that the final count of registrations will be between
7200 and 7300.

-- New Society Programs --

Two new Society pilot programs have been developed.
One is TAG (Teams for Accelerated Growth) where a
team of leaders meet with chapters to assist in leadership
development. This program is funded by the Harmony
Foundation, and being conducted by Society staff mem-
bers in the area near Nashville because of the conven-
ience. The second program named Four-on-the-Road
(youth outreach) is for later this year once funding is avail-
able. BHS will send a full time barbershop quartet to go
on the road from September to May, touring high school
and college campuses to expose students to the art of

New Society Programs

By Harvey Kiser

Alan Lamson , BHS EVP, reported at the CSD spring
convention two new Society pilot programs. One is
TAG (Teams for Accelerated Growth). The second
program named Four-on-the-Road (youth outreach) is
for later this year once funding is available. BHS will
send a full time barbershop quartet to go on the road
from September to May, touring high school and col-
lege campuses to expose students to the art of barber-
shop singing.

For TAG pilot program, chapters within a drivable
proximity to Nashville, (up to 225 miles) will be used by
BHS staff members. The goal of this pilot program is to
test a long term program designed to help grow new
chapters and strengthen existing chapters using full
time field men. The funding has been requested of
Harmony Foundation Incorporated for this program
since 2008. This current year “jump start” is a short
term pilot. For this test, 4 staff men have been identi-
fied who will each be assigned 2 chapters to assist,
traveling to the chapter on a weekly basis and work
alongside Chapter leaders and members in administra-
tion, membership and music. This program is TO-
TALLY VOLUNTARY and will not be impose upon any
chapter that does not fully embrace the idea.

Bob Swenson hard at work at the District
contest as the administer of the contest

Photo By Gary Mott
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Feeding the birds

By John Thomason

Stephanie has been an avid feeder of the birds for a
long time. She put up the Hummingbird feeders a cou-
ple weeks ago. Last week | saw the first “hummer” of
the season flitting past the bleeding hearts and perch-
ing on the red nectar feeder. She has several other
feeders kept full of Niger Thistle and Black Oil Sun-
flower Seeds. The feeders are always a big attraction
to many birds during the day.

Quite by accident | have discovered a way to feed the
birds after dark, sort of, indirectly at least. It requires a
few more items than your standard, run-of-the-mill
feeder. Extra needed equipment includes: wheelbar-
row, shovel, porch light, 12Ga shotgun, handful of #6
game load shells, screen removed from bedroom win-
dow, and several unsuspecting raccoons hungry for
spilled bird food. At my usual bedtime, 10:30, | check
under the birdfeeders in the front yard illuminated by
the porch light. As luck would have it that must be the
same time the “Coons” like to forage for a snack under
the birdfeeders. | have learned to lift the window with-
out making the slightest sound. The Winchester fits
nicely through a 6 inch opening. Stephanie thinks |
should wear my Air Force Flight Line hearing defenders
to protect my old ears from the noise but the crack of
the 12 Ga is “music to my ears” My Winchester Model
12 is perfectly tuned to the key of H flat. Or at least
that's what it sounds like to me.

How does my Winchester have anything to do with
feeding the birds, you ask? Well that part comes the
following morning. | load the “retired coon” into the
wheelbarrow with the shovel and transport him up the
hill to the top of the pasture to his “resting place”.
There the local Turkey Buzzards feast for at least a
day. | used to wonder what the Buzzards were good
for. Now | know! Feeding the birds is great fun and a
rewarding hobby. It affords me the opportunity to keep
my shot guns skills sharpened without shooting birds! |
have learned to love to feed the birds just like Stepha-
nie does. Buzzards are my friends!

I like all of the music in my iTunes, except when it's on
shuffle, then | like about one in every fifteen songs in my
iTunes.

Even if | knew your social security number, .I wouldn't
know what do to with it.

| wish Google Maps had an "Avoid Ghetto" routing option

How many times is it appropriate to say "What?" before
you just nod and smile because you still didn't hear what
they said?

I can't remember the last time | wasn't at least kind of
tired.

A penny saved is a government oversight.

The real art of conversation is not only to say the right
thing at the right time, but also to leave unsaid the wrong
thing at the tempting moment.

The older you get, the tougher it is to lose weight, be-
cause by then your body and your fat have gotten to be
really good friends.

The easiest way to find something lost around the
house is to buy a replacement.

He who hesitates is probably right.

May Birthdays

Tom Fish 10-May

Larry Hansen 5-May Dave Fink 15-May

Mike McCaffrey 5-May Ron Zelch 25-May

Steve Thompson 9-May Jim Gardner 26-May

A Good Old Song
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Komments
From
Karen

What ever happened to Spring? Well | suppose it will
get warm again.

| was able to do several fun things this past month. |
think Terry enjoyed them also. First the Greybeards had
their first request for a performance, so they had to prac-
tice. That happened at our house every Wednesday night
for a month. So | was able to hear a lot of good cords
(and a few sour ones). They did a good job at their gig.

Then we took all of our Amish neighbors on an educa-
tional trip to Marysville and historical sites near there. We
toured Alcove Spring, Trails Park with a ferry replica and
a walk to the river and the Marshall County Historical
Courthouse. We saw several black squirrels, which is
one of Marysville’s claim to fame. It was a fun time. A
school bus was rented, so we could all attend. There
were 37 plus the tour guides.

Due the to the lack of articles, you will find some
nonsense and other information in this newsletter

Did you ever notice: The Roman Numerals for forty (40)
are " XL."

If you think there is good in everybody, you haven't met
everybody.

If you can smile when things go wrong, you have some-
one in mind to blame.

The sole purpose of a child's middle name is so he can
tell when he's really in trouble.

There's always a lot to be thankful for if you take time to
look for it. For example | am sitting here thinking how nice
it is that wrinkles don't hurt .

Did you ever notice: When you put the 2 words "The"
and "IRS" together it spells "Theirs."

Aging: Eventually you will reach a point when you stop
lying about your age and start bragging about it.

The older we get, the fewer things seem worth waiting
in line for.

An adventure
With
Harry Harmony

i

Harry and his wife lived near the ocean and used to
walk the beach a lot. One summer they noticed a girl
who was at the beach almost every day. She wasn't
unusual, nor was the travel bag she carried, except for
one thing; she would approach people who were sitting
on the beach, glance around and then speak to them.

Generally, the people would respond negatively and
she would wander off. But occasionally someone
would nod and there would be a quick exchange of
money and something that she carried in her bag.

They assumed that she was selling drugs and de-
bated calling the cops, but since they didn't know for
sure, they decided to just continue watching her.

After a couple of weeks, Harry's wife said, 'Honey,
have you ever noticed that she only goes up to people
with boom boxes and other electronic devices?' Harry
hadn't and said so.

Then she said, 'Tomorrow | want you to get a towel
and our big radio and go lie out on the beach. Then we
can find out what she's really doing'

Well, the plan went off without a hitch and Harry’'s
wife was almost hopping up and down with anticipation
when she saw the girl talk to Harry and then
leave.. Harry then walked up the beach and met his
wife at the road.

'‘Well, is she selling drugs?' she asked excitedly 'No,
she's not,' Harry said, enjoying this probably more than
he should have.

'‘Well, what is it then? What does she do ?' his wife
fairly shrieked.

Harry grinned and said, 'She's a battery salesperson.’
'‘Batteries?' cried the wife.

'Yes!" Harry replied.

(OOOOH! You're gonna dislike me for this but it will
make your day! )

'She Sells C Cells by

the Sea Shore! /;E’N\\\
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May 13
May 20
May 27
June 3

June 10
June 14
Junel5
June 17

June 21

Calendar of Events

Chapter meeting
Ladies night

Chapter meeting
Chapter meeting
Chapter meeting
Chapter meeting’
Practice with the band
Singing in the park
Chapter meeting

Board meeting
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Deadline for submitting articles for the next

InCider is to be announced

Thanks to the following for contributing articles:

John Thomason, Terry Smith, Don Thomson, Har-
vey Kiser, Bill Hanson, Dave Fink Pat Caffey

and Loren Alexander. Also, Gary Mott and
Terry Nanninga for photos




