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Bulletin is published by the Manhattan Kansas Chapt

Our show theme "Cowboy Joe" may pre-
sent some challenges musically and for
some visually. I'm one of those city-
dwellers whose knowledge of horses and
horsepower is limited to the four wheeled
kind that had those horses hidden under the
hood of an automobile. Yes, | even helped
assemble some of those when | financed
my college education by doing my duty on
the assembly line watching those horse
powered vehicles pass by - 50 each hour.

So here | am trying to look like and act
like an old cowhand. It's hard to do. My
efforts have to be very elementary, so |
went to the children's section of the library
to become educated to this process. Ah,
yes, there was this thin, simply written book
titted The Cowboys' Handbook by Tod
Cody. This Tod was even descended from
William F. Cody. (Buffalo Bill).

For a youngster who aspires to be a cow-
boy he must look like one. Here's what he
had to say about some of the attire that
cowboys wear: A cowboy's clothes and
equipment had to be hard-wearing. Most
wore the same things for months. Mud-
caked and smelly, these clothes were often
burned at the end of the journey. What do
you wear when you're riding the range?

By Sam Kvasnica
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Just look like a cowboy

Here's Tod's commentary: The hat. Early
Texas cowboys favored high-crown hats whose
wide brim served as a sunshade and an um-
brella. The low-crowned were ideal for windy
regions. A cowboy's hat sometimes served as
a water bucket. It could also be used to signal
to other cowboys, beat trail dust off your clothes
and to hold food for your horse. A true cowboy
wears his hat when he's sleeping. Cowboys
shirts are usually made of heavy flannel cloth-
ideal because it is hard wearing, doesn't show
the dirt and soaks up sweat.

Cowboys originally refused to wear jeans be-
cause they were worn by miners and farm la-
borers. Trousers made of thick woolen material
are more comfortable to wear on horseback.
Chaps are more than decorative. These thick
leather leg coverings protect your legs from
cow horns, rope burns, scrapes and scratches.
The pointed toes and high heals of boots are
designed for riding, not for walking. Pointed
toes let the boot slide easily into the stirrup and
slip free if the cowboy is thrown from his horse.
The bandana can be used as a filter in a dust
storm or soaked in water, rolled up into a wad,
placed under the hat to keep cool during a hot
spell.  Whether you bring out your Bonanza
episodes or flip through pages of cowboy lore,
you and | will find many ways to just look like a
cowboy.

The chapter and chorus meet every Thursday evening
on the corner of Poyntz and 6th Street, Manhattan,

at 7:30 p.m. at the First Methodist Church Activit

y Center
Kansas.
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InCider Press,a monthly publication, is th
official publication of the Manhattan, Kang
chapter of the Central States District (CSD
the Barbershop Harmony Society.

The Manhattan Chapter is the home of
Little Apple Chorus. The chapter and chor
meet every Thursday evening at 7:30 p.m. a
First Methodist Church Activity Center on th
corner of Poyntz and 6th Street, Manhat
Kansas.

For more information about meetings
joining call or write to the Editor. (see below
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As the Manhattan Chapter moves deeper into the preparation cycle
for its annual show, | continue to be impressed with the willingness of
Chapter members to step up and do whatever is necessary. For
those who might not know, Don Thomson and his creative committee
started planning this year’'s show long before we presented last year's
successful show. We are blessed as a Chapter to have creative peo-
ple who are willing to lend their talent and many hours of planning and
hard work to make our annual show the huge musical/entertainment
success it has been for many years. And we are fortunate to have a
Director who can professionally take the creative plan and bring it to
life on stage.

InCider Press

From the Keyboard of
Bill Hanson, President

But, my accolades can’t stop there—we have many people working
behind the scenes to organize and orchestrate the ad sales campaign
(Mark Robb, John Desper, Pete Cooper ) along with the ticket sales
campaign (Loren Alexander, Steve Fisher ). In addition we have the
group which puts together a professional program under the leader-
ship of Gary Mott. We also have a props creation and setup group
under the leadership of Pat Caffey; which brings credibility to the
stage and enhances our musical presentation. VP of Marketing and
PR; John Thomason does a fantastic job of “spreading the news,”
alerting the public that another great Little Apple Chorus and Quar-
tet show is coming to Manhattan. Jim Lindquist and Steve Cross as
Show Chairmen have done and continue to do a great job of making
everything work in concert. And, of course, we couldn’t do the show
without every chorus and quartet member honing his skills to the fin-
est possible performance level.

Unfortunately, | have probably missed something or someone in
this attempt to recognize the great teamwork we have in our Chapter.
| apologize for those possible omissions. But, suffice it to say that | am
proud to be a member of this great organization, and as your Presi-
dent, | am eternally grateful for the work each and every member
does as we strive to perpetuate Great Barbershop Harmony through-

out our geographical region.
QP (b (0,
. Everyone is to wear

"Dress Rehearsal" will be on April 1st
their western costume on that evening. Also, that evening's rehearsal
will be in the basement of the Methodist Church, across from the Harris
Center where we usually rehearse

You need
to know

The costume for the second half of the show will be Tux, white shirt
(w/long collar), purple vest and long, purple tie...just like last year.




March 2010

InCider Press

One more try

From Donn Leach

Please help me if you can before | have
to purchase another tux jacket for the
spring show. Somehow within the last
year, | have unintentionally traded tux jackets with an
unknown person. | wear and possessed originally a
size 44 with about a 33 inch sleeve, bought new about
four years ago from "Celebrations of the Heart" on
Poyntz (I think). The one | have now is about a 48 with
35 inch sleeves and my wife is ashamed for me to wear
it anymore. It has a laundry mark of 2077.29 and the
brand is Formalwear International. If another chapter
member has a jacket that is a bit too snug for him and
the bigger size | have described sounds familiar, | would
sure like to trade back. Thank you for your considera-
tion. Donn Leach (ph. 785 587 0805).

Are you ready?

By John Thomason

Guess what? Only 6 weeks to "SHOW TIME"! What
can | do to insure that I'll be ready to go on stage
thel7th of April. Remember what the young man asked
in New York City? "How do | get to Carnegie Hall?" The
answer was, "practice, practice, practice"! Then that's
what | must do as well.

The rehearsing we do on Thursday evenings is great.
Our "Fearless Directors" do a marvelous job of molding
us into a homogenous group of harmonious guys. Ken
and Don spend many hours preparing for the two and a
half hours the Chorus puts in on Thursdays. They do not
just show up at 7:15 and wave their hands and expect
miracles to happen. They know that there is far more to
it than just the short time we have together once a
week.

| have a lot of catching up to do so here's my plan.
Practice, practice, practice, rehearse, rehearse, re-
hearse. On my own time! Yes, MY OWN TIME. When |
was going to school | didn't learn everything in the time |
spent at school. | had to study at home and do "home
work" in the evening and even on weekends too. Sleep-
ing with your books under the pillow just doesn't work.
Singing once a week doesn't work either. | know that to
keep my voice in good shape | need to sing every day.

Am | ready for the Show? No, but I'm getting closer
every day!

Are you ready? | trust that you will do your best to pre-
pare and that this Ragtime Cowboy Show Il will be the
best performance the Little Apple Chorus has ever
done!

ltistimetoget e
excited

By Dave Fink
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| think it's time to get excited about what we do!
There's really a lot to be proud of and most people are
envious of what we do as a hobby. They will usually
reply something like how cool that is and will some-
times add "but | could never do that".

This is where we can make a difference!l We can
either invite them over for a cookie and to listen to us
practice or encourage them to give it a try, but only if
they promise to have fun. Fun is important!

This all sounds easy, doesn't it? It's not! | don't
have any 'Men of Note' to my name. No, the member-
ship guy has no recruits of his own! But there's one
thing | won't do! 1 will NOT make up someone's mind
FOR them by prejudging their interest. Perhaps
they're ready to join the minute they hear, maybe
they'll never join in this lifetime or the next, or they're
somewhere in between.

Probably the best thing | could advise is to be ex-
cited about our chapter and all the neat things that are
just on the horizon (there really are) and ask them to
come over to see what we do. This way, you give
them the chance to make up their own mind! Either
way you've done the best you can and there's never
any reason to feel embarrassed or ashamed about
that. Then, you go find another one to tell, and then do
it again. Easy - no, simple - yes.

| remember hearing that the great Babe Ruth had
more home runs than anyone in baseball for a historic
amount of time. Yes, | guess everyone knows that.
But did you know that he also led the sport in strike-
outs? Ya just gotta keep swingin'! How many times

have you been at bat?

March
Birthdays

Ken Lyle 2-Mar Don Thomson 1 7-Mar

J. Lester Hooper 7Mar Steve Cross 18-Mar

Brian Wells 10-Mar Gene Klingler 26-Mar

Tom Hart 14-Mar Pete Cooper 30-Mar
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Singing Valentines 2010

By Ken Lyle

The Singing valentines activity for 2010 was high-
lighted by, if you can believe it, an over-abundance of
available quartets. Three of our chapters newest quar-
tets, Terry and the Gray Beards, Sugar Daddies and
Three Hoots and a Holler did yeoman service in deliv-
ering their fair share of singing valentines. Of note,
Terry and the Gray Beards were involved in selling an
impressive amount of valentines in the area from Axtell
to Seneca on Hiway 36. The income from this market
area was very helpful toward the overall success of the
effort.

Of the registered quartets in the Chorus, only Men
of a Chord remained pure in its composition (snicker,
snicker). Charades, Late Night Edition and Manhat-
tan Music Machine and Apple Core-tet all relied on
substitutions in their regular lineups in order to field a
quartet.

Overall, the quartets and their presenters were quite
effective in delivering the singing valentines. The pre-
senters were resourceful, diligent, creative and tena-
cious in their pursuits of recipients of the singing valen-
tines. Out of over one hundred requests, there was
only one undelivered valentine and that was because
the intended recipient was not present and could not
be located.

From the business standpoint, this years receipts
will be down by a factor of about 5% due mainly to
fewer requests than last year and some increase in
expenses. This year showed an increase in the num-
ber of on-line orders and the percentage of orders that
were paid using Paypal. Only one unpaid request re-
mains to be collected and the folks at Manhattan Data
Systems are still working to close the account. There
are still some expenses that have not been paid so a
final figure is unavailable at this time but the net re-
ceipts for this year should be in the $3600-3800 range.
It is hard to assess the financial impact of the sagging
economy and having Valentine’s day fall on Sunday.
Next year the holiday is on Monday. Maybe that will
help to produce an increase in orders.

A time to enjoy some good
barbershop singing

By Harvey Kiser Past President

The Spring Convention of the Central States District
(CSD) is just around the corner — a time when you can
enjoy good barbershop harmony and performances. At
the spring convention in Sioux City, lowa, the quartets
compete to qualify for the International Convention in
Philadelphia this summer. Also, the collegiate quartets
compete to qualify for the Collegiate quartet contest at
the International Convention. At the CSD convention,
small chapter choruses will compete for district champi-
onship and placing.

This all will occur the last weekend of April, the 22™
through the 25", in Sioux City, lowa. The semifinal
quartet contest is Friday evening the 23 at 7 p.m. in the
Orpheum Theater and the finals are Saturday evening
at 7:30 p.m. on the 24", The Collegiate quartet contest
is also Saturday evening.

The chorus contest is 10 a.m. on Saturday morning,
also at the Orpheum Theater. In the afternoon on Sat-
urday there will be a new, first first-time-ever, separate
chorus contest to allow chapters that don't normally par-
ticipate in the spring convention to be a part of the fun —
Audience Favorite Jamboree

That means if a chapter chorus is smaller than the
dozen singers required in the regular contest, which will
be scored as usual by a double panel of Society judges,
these men can sing just-for-fun. Chapters can combine
with another small chapter and put together a VLQ (very
large quartet) of 12 or 15 (or 20 or 30) singers. Patri-
otic and religious songs may be sung in the Jamboree.
Tentatively, the audience will pick the most entertaining
small group, most entertaining large group, most un-
usual act, most entertaining song, maybe a worst
gag...the floor is still open for nominations. But all will be
done by audience vote.

Registration can be accomplished in two ways: CSD
website under the Convention tab -
https://www.centralstatesdistrict.com or by mail copying
the form from the CSD website or from the February
Serenade issue. There is an early bird discount of
$5.00 if registration is before April 1. The discounted
registration is $43. All students less than the age of 26
are % the regular price. Early discount for students is ¥2
the regular discount. Early discount ends on April 1,
2010. Hotel reservations can also be made via the CSD
website. The hotel is the Clarion. Deadline to submit
hotel registration is March 22, 2010.
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A Midwinter Convention to
remember!

By Harvey Kiser

The singing and performing of Barbershop Harmony at
the Midwinter Convention of BHS in Tampa was experi-
enced by over 1500, the largest Midwinter ever. There
were 27 senior quartets competing, including CSD quar-
tet High Mileage . Eleven youth choruses were in the
youth festival. The Show of Champions on Friday and
Saturday nights included performances by Senior Quar-
tet Champions, Collegiate Quartet Champions, the
Toast of Tampa (1993 Sweet Adelines International
Champion chorus), and all of the medalist quartets from
the 2009 International Convention.

And 352 young men in 11 choruses performed and
competed Saturday, January 30 in the youth festival.
The choruses were from Seneca Land District, two from
Florida, Alaska (EVG District), Georgia, Mid-Atlantic Dis-
trict, Sunshine District, Albuguerque, Canada from the
LOL-ONT-EVG Districts, Atlanta, Savannah, GA, and
Denver. The size of the choruses ranged from 12 (the
minimum) to 53. Most were in the range of 20 — 30
members.

The festival is open to choruses with young men who
are 30 years of age or younger. There are three pla-
teaus based on the average age of the chorus mem-
bers. “Plateau A” is for choruses with an average age of
less than 19 years. “Plateau AA” is for choruses with an
average age of less than 22 years, and not less than 19
years. “Plateau AAA” is for choruses with an average
age of less than 25 years, and not less than 22 years.

Each chorus performed two contestable barbershop
songs and a third one from any genre, as long as it is
performed a cappella. The choruses were evaluated
two ways: ratings and the barbershop ranking. Six of
the choruses were rated Excellent and five were Supe-
rior. The barbershop average score for the top four was
between 80.1% and 83.5%. The Grand Champion cho-
rus was 52eighty from Denver (Plateau AA) directed by
Chris Vaughn and Matt Swann .

The Harmony Foundation International is a major
financial supporter of the Youth Festival. The Founda-
tion underwrites each youth’s convention registration
fee, the hotel cost for two days and one group meal.
The $3,000 that the Manhattan chapter gave to the Har-
mony Foundation last December would be enough to
cover the Foundation’s support for six youth in a chorus
or ¥ of the minimum-sized chorus.

Will you have a chance to attend next year's Midwinter
Convention? By all means — GO!l!' The youth choruses
make the Convention. It will be in Las Vegas January
25 - 30, 2011.

Barbershoppers are
like that

By Bob Swenson

Many of us consider Barbershopping a way of life
rather than it being simply a hobby. The quality of peo-
ple who enjoy our association is witness to why so
many guys continue to enjoy this fellowship and cama-
raderie. A recent story told by a 90-yr-old during our
Singing Valentines presentations lends support to
knowing that barbershoppers are true "quality people"
in all aspects of their daily living.

Merrel Werts of Junction City met us at the door
when we delivering a Singing Valentine ordered by
Paula, his #2 Daughter-in-law, who lives in Kansas
City. Paula describes Merrel as a man in his "early
90's, silver dark hair, uses a cane, and incredibly dash-
ing". An outstanding citizen, Merrel served several
terms in the Kansas Legislature as a state senator. As
a student at Kansas State, he sang with what was then
a previous edition of the Manhattan chapter, BHS.

Merrel is a decorated veteran of World War Il, and
his wounds are the cause of his having to use a cane.
However he doesn't blame the war, but simply says, "I
don't get around very well since the war!". In visiting
with Merrel, we discovered an interesting fact about
his neighbor across the street, who is none other than
our chapter's Gary Drake .

Merrel related that he's known the Drakes for some
12-15 years, ever since they moved in across the
street. Merrel tells us that he met Gary for the first
time when they both came to the street to retrieve their
mail from their curbside mailboxes. Often, when the
timing was right, they'd visit across the street while
getting their mail. If you've been on Miller drive in
Junction City, you know it is a winding and steep street
which does not make walking easy.

Merrel tells us that during one of their common trips
to retrieve their mail, he slipped and fell while coming
down his driveway to the mail box. Gary quickly came
across the street, made sure Merrel was OK, and
helped him back up the driveway, up the sidewalk and
into Merrel's house. Gary then went back to the mail-
box and brought the Werts's mail to their door.

Ever since that incident, Merrel tells us, the Drakes
have always brought his mail up to his door. When
Gary and Yvonne would be gone, they enlisted the
help of their children to make sure that the Werts' mail
was delivered to their front door. When you think
about it, The Drakes have made thousands of trips
over the years just to help out a neighbor.

Barbershoppers are like that!
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Riser etiquette

From a past issue

| am going to give you the Ten Commandments of
Riser Etiquette so you can have them all before the
Spring Show. There are enough new members who
maybe haven't heard them and a review doesn't hurt
anyone.

1. No talking while on Risers
a...Unless given permission by the director
b . Being on the risers is not a social time.
c. The director will give you time to relax and visit
d

. For questions needing an immediate response
raise your hand

2. The Primary Position while on the risers is
“LEAN AND BEAM”
a. There will be times when you are asked to
make gestures

b. There will be times when you are asked not to
ubeamn

w

Primary focus is on the director
a. No eye darting

b. Your relationship is with the director (not
your neighbor).

c. At times the director may ask you to have a
relationship with the audience

4 Find your window and stay in it
a. You need to see the director.

b. The chorus needs to look balanced.
5. Look Confident.

a. The only way you can do this is to have your
music learned.

b. You should be able to be asked to stand any
where on the risers and hold our own.

6. Keep a positive attitude.
a. The director may ask you to become
uninhibited (play along with him).
b. The director may tell a joke. (laugh)

c. The director may get angry with a person or
section (accept the criticism and continue to
work toward the common goal.)

d. The director may ask you to perform some
choreography that you have never done

7. Take the pitch with the rest of the chorus

a. Anticipating the taking of the pitch is unpro-
fessional,. as is not singing the pitch .

b. Getting the correct tonal center is imperative to
starting the song. The only way is to

get the right pitch, and breaking into a chord.
c. Watch for the director to give the signal for
the pitch; then listen, and watch for the ges-
ture to sing it.

8. Be careful to not make random movements with
your extremities
a. Hand movements are the most common.

b. Body gestures are OK if in context;
scratching one’s nose is not.
9. Recommendations concerning interpretation, etc
should be make privately to the director, not d  ur
ing rehearsal..

10. Even if you do not agree, remember,
“THE DIRECTOR IS ALWAYS RIGHT "

Fellow barbershopper Bart Bartholomew
shared this photo and as he was enjoying
all the beauty surrounding him, he couldn’t
help but think of the song God Bless Amer-
ica that is so enjoyed by barbershoppers.

GOy o
R Com



March 2010 InCider Press

Some good cowboy logic

Borrowed from Will Rogers

1. Never slap a man who's chewing tobacco.

2. Never kick a cow chip on a hot day.

3. There are two theories of arguing with a
woman...neither works.

4. Never miss a good chance to shut up.
5. Always drink upstream from a herd.
6. If you find yourself in a hole, stop digging.

7. The quickest way to double your money is to fold it
and put it back in your pocket

8. There are three kinds of men: The ones that learn
by reading. The few who learn by observation. The rest
of them have to pee on the electric fence and find out
for themselves.

9. Good judgment comes from experience, and a lot of
that comes from bad judgment.

10.. If you're riding' ahead of the herd, take a look back
every now and then to make sure it's still there.

11. Lettin' the cat outta the bag is a whole lot easier'n
puttin' it back.

An adventure
with
Harry Harmony

g | £

While on a road trip, Harry and his wife stopped at a
roadside restaurant for lunch. After finishing their meal,
they left the restaurant and resumed their trip.

When leaving, his wife unknowingly left her glasses
on the table and she didn't miss them until they had
been driving about twenty minutes. By then, to add to
the aggravation, they had to travel quite a distance
before they could find a place to turn around -- in order
to return to the restaurant to retrieve her glasses

All the way back, Harry became the classic grouchy
old man. He fussed and complained and scolded his
wife relentlessly during the entire return drive. The
more he chided her the more agitated he became. He
just wouldn't let up.

To her relief, they finally arrived at the restaurant. As
his wife got out of the car and hurried inside to retrieve
her glasses, the old geezer, Harry, yelled to her.
"While you're in there, you might as well get my hat
and the credit card!"

Komments
From
Karen

It is beginning to look like, just maybe, spring is
coming. | am ready. We went to Texas the last of
February to find some sun. We found rain and two
days of sun. But we did have fun anyway. Most of
our snow is gone but there are still drifts in some
areas. Anyone want to come up for one last snow-
ball fight?

I haven't be able to hear much of your music for
the show so far this year but | am anxious to hear
what you have for us. | know it will be good. Prac-
tice hard this last few weeks.

Happy Saint Patrick's Day.



Calendar of Events

Chapter meeting March 18
Chapter meeting March 25
Dress Rehearsal April 1
Board meeting April 5
Chapter meeting April 8
Ladies night

Chapter meeting April 15

Dress/Tech Rehearsal April 16

Spring Show April 17
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Up coming Events

Little Apple Chorus Spring Show  April 17
McCain Auditorium
CSD Spring Convention, Central States Distri ¢t

April 22 -25 S ioux City, lowa

Deadline for submitting articles for the next
InCider is April 5

Thanks to the following for contributing articles.

Don Leach, Bill Hanson, Harvey Kiser, Dave
Fink, John Thomason, Bob Swenson, Don
Thomson, Ken Lyle and Sam Kvasnica




