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Little Apple Chorus in Lincoln 

Pictured above , the Little Apple Chorus, looking m ighty fine, is just 
about ready to go on stage to perform in the Centra l States District 

contest in Lincoln, Nebraska. 

   On Oct 11 our chorus performed two songs for the 
CSD judges on stage at Lied Center in Lincoln Ne-
braska. 

    The audience enjoy their performance and the 
wives and others thought they were the best of chorus 
their size.  

   Hats off to a great performance. �  
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Karen Nanninga    
1379 26th Road 
 Axtell,  Kansas 66403 

 Phone: 785-736-2870  
email: taren@bluevalley.net  

 Unless carrying a byline or some form of 
credit to borrowed sources, all items in this 
bulletin are by the editor and do not 
necessarily reflect the opinions of the 
chapter or board.  All photos in the bulletin 
are by the editor, unless otherwise identified. 
    All chapter officers are expected and 
chapter members are encouraged to 
contribute their ideas on a regular basis 

Chapter Officers 
President…………...………….…..Harvey Kiser 
Membership and Chapter Development VP  
and President Elect ………….……...Bill Hanson 
Music & Performance VP……..Loren Alexander 
Marketing and   
Public Relations VP…………….John Thomason                            
 Secretary…………………….....…….Pat Caffey 
Treasurer…………………………..Bob Swenson 
Member at Large…….…………...Don Thomson 
Member at Large……….……………David Fink 
Member at Large …………....…...…Chuck Marr 
Member at Large …………………Jim Lindquist 
Member at Large ……………. Fred Wachsmuth 
Member at Large ……………………. Ken Lyle 

Appointments  
Musical Director.………………………KenLang  

Associate Musical Director ….…..Don Thomson 
Assistant Musical Director……...Myron Calhoun 

Music Chairman……….….................Bob Ridley 
Show Chairmen...……….........Jim Lindquist and  
………………………….….….... Don Thomson 
Singing Valentine Chairman ………….Ken Lyle 
Youth in Harmony Chairman …….Travis Troyer 
Equipment Manager …………..Fred Wachsmuth 
Uniform Manager……………….….Chuck Marr 
Bulletin Editor…….....…..……..Karen Nanninga 
Web Master…………………..Bart Bartholomew 
       www.littleapplechorus.org 

     InCider Press, a monthly publication,  is the 
official publication of the Manhattan, Kansas  
chapter of the Central States District (CSD) of 
the Barbershop Harmony Society.  
     The Manhattan Chapter is the home of the 
Little Apple Chorus.  The chapter and chorus 
meet  every Thursday evening at 7:30 p.m. at the 
First Methodist Church Activity Center on the 
corner of Poyntz and  6th Street, Manhattan, 
Kansas. 
     For more information about meetings or 
joining call or write to the Editor. (see below
 �

    The Autumn Season has just begun.  This is a time to reflect and 
look forward.  We can plan to continue our chapter’s successes and 
progress toward new challenges. 

    Let’s recognize what we do well.  Congratulations to Karen Nanninga  
for being awarded first place for the best On-line bulletin in Central 
States District (CSD) and 2nd place in the International On-line contest 
administered by PROBE (Public Relations Officers and Bulletin Edi-
tors).    

    Next, congratulations to our chapter chorus and quartet members 
who continue to improve musically and visually.  Members, who had 
the time, prepared themselves to perform in the CSD Fall convention 
and contests in Lincoln, NE and are to be commended for their per-
formances.   This type of preparation will continue as we all prepare for 
the spring show.  New quartets formed for Singing Valentines and have 
continued singing together.  On July 25, 13 members participated in 
the Chuck Greene workshop on having “Compellingly Attractive Chap-
ter Meetings.”  Members continue this chapter’s pattern of attending 
Leadership Academy classes and Harmony University.  Also, the dedi-
cation of our members showed when they participated in the Retreat 
with Clinician Jim Bagby .  Voice sections continue to meet before 
chapter meetings to improve on the singing and presentation of certain 
parts of the songs. 

    We are using learning DVDs and CDs to facilitate the learning of our 
songs for contest and for next year’s spring show.  Aren’t we surprised 
when we look at ourselves in the DVD videos?    

    Our Director, Ken Lang , continues to challenge us to improve by 
remaining on pitch and singing vowels correctly, among the many other 
vocal techniques that he teaches us.  Members warm us up vocally 
each week by having us learn and repeat vocal techniques to improve.   

    We are following the motto of “Making the Best Better.”  Jim 
Lindquist  reminded me of this 4-H motto as I read his September 15th 
presentation on “Making a Difference” to the Cooperative Extension 
Professional’s Organization, Epsilon Sigma Phi when he was pre-
sented the 2009 Distinguished Ruby Award.   

    We will have election of our 2010 officers Thursday, October 22.  
These officers, along with your participation, will provide leadership in 
planning and charting our chapter’s direction for next year.    

    I close by quoting a paragraph from Jim’ s speech.  I think his ideas 
can be applied to our chapter as we plan to improve our product and 
reach out to more men.   "This time of discontinuous change creates 
the need for “unlearning” in Extension (for us, our barbershop chapter). 
We must be able to change structures and practices, remove barriers 
and allow our organization to morph in ways that leads to relevance, 
public (and I say, personal) value, and sustainability. In other words, 
we have to allow our Extension organizations (our barbershop chap-
ters) to change, so that we can continue to make a difference."  Let 
keep doing what we do well and continue to “Make the Best Better.” �    

We do many things well 
Harvey Kiser , President 
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   This was my first time going to competition, and I must 
say that I learned quite a bit.  I learned that Steve 
Fisher can sprint 5 city blocks to bring the car back be-
fore you can even sit down to eat anything.  I learned 
that I am not even close to where I thought I was musi-
cally, and lastly, I found out that as long as you had fun, 
you can take the rest of the constructive criticism  and 
run with it to better yourself. 

     First, I personally thought we did very good as a con-
test chorus.  To quote a very knowledgeable person 
(Me), “We didn’t lose, we just showed up when there 
were  lot of very good choruses there!”   I thought that 
the way we practiced, we would have scored higher, and 
I actually hit every choreographed move on time (For 
once), and I thought all the dynamics that we had prac-
ticed were there.  I felt great, I had a smile on, Eyebrows 
up, and I just simply felt the part.  From what I could see 
of everyone else and the audience’s reaction, regardless 
of score, I think we did good. 

     Second.  When the judges filed through, everything 
they said was like a checklist that we were marking off.  I 
would like to personally apologize to Ken, our wonderful 
director, because nearly every point that the judges 
brought up was exactly in line with what Ken has been 
telling us all along.  So Ken, don’t feel as though as di-
rector it all falls on you.  We are a team, and as a team 
we didn’t bring our “A” game and do all the things you 
told us.  Maybe it will be driven home now that we heard 
it from the judges.  Ken, you need a bigger hammer!!! 

     Lastly, I just want to say that even though we did not 

win, and we won’t be taking down “The Ambassa-
dors of Harmony”  anytime soon, I do believe that we 
did put our best foot forward.  For what we have prac-
ticed, I believe that we did as well as could be ex-
pected, maybe not what we hoped for, but as well as 
could be expected.  Some of the things that I noticed 
from the other choruses that were after us was that:    

#1.  They moved as a unit.  When their director turned 
around as if on cue they all leaned towards the mid-
dle, and when the director gave them their first note, 
they were in the ballgame;  

  #2.  Regardless of age or wisdom, all the moves 
were executed on time and fully.  One of the choruses 
did this little arm wave moving from one side of the 
chorus to the other and back and it was simply flaw-
less.  It was as though they were a puppet on a string 
right then.  There was no stiffness in their moves, no 
“Stoic” stances, they were just all about very fluid mo-
tion;   

#3.  Their entire chorus was involved in making the 
presentation.  They  didn’t rely on just the front row, or 
just a few people, the entire chorus made it work.  
The “Spread” that the one chorus executed was awe-
some!  That is exactly what Ken has been harping on 
us for two years about!  Get into it!  Own that move!  
Make it your own in your little space of the risers! 

     In closing, I would just like to say that I learned a 
lot from the judges, our other chorus members, and 
from the other choruses.  I also learned a lot about 
our chorus members.  I had a lot of good conversa-
tion with some, and I absolutely had a wonderful 
time.  What’s that old saying? “Better luck next time!”  
Well I would like to change that a little and say  “Let’s 
practice hard, be meaningful, own our space, and for 
God’s sake, let’s start listening to Ken, and then we 
can make our own luck.  Had a great time!  In Sum-
mary----I had Fun! �  

News from the front! 

By Steve Thompson  

   As we drove north to Lincoln on Friday, we frequently 
commented on the beauty of this area.  It was a beauti-
ful fall day, and we were on our way to our very first 
competition as barbershoppers. 

   We easily found our hotel, thanks to our GPS, and 
checked in. After spending about 5 minutes in our room, 
we headed out in the direction of the Lied Center for the 
quartet semifinals. It was really fun to cheer on our 
group. 

   We joined friends for dinner and then went back to the 

auditorium for more singing. What can I say. The quar-
tets were wonderful, and it was fun comparing them with 
each other. Our guys were especially great. 

   On Saturday morning, bright and early, after breakfast 
and helping out in the makeup room, I was off in the rain 
and snow to hear the choruses perform.  What fun! Our 
group did a wonderful job of entertaining the audience, 
and I cheered right along with them. 

   My first time at a competition was great. I loved being 
with the other barbershoppers and their wives.  It was 
so exciting to see our chorus on stage and to cheer 
them on.  Lincoln is a great city, and they did a great job 
of hosting the event.  Would I go along for the ride 
again? You bet! Count me in! �  

I would go again 

By Jean Beatty  
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   This year was my first contest with the Little Apple 
Chorus in over a decade. My first contest ever was 
when I was a bit younger (about 15 to 20 years ago), 
the chorus competed in Nebraska (Omaha, I think). I 
remember the white tuxes and the nerves. I do not 
remember much about the performance or the conven-
tion itself, but I have vivid memories of our van break-
ing down in the middle of nowhere, Nebraska and my 
fears that we would never make it back home.  

   This year’s contest went much better. I felt well pre-
pared with both the music and the choreography. I also 
have been working on my “performance facial expres-
sions”. As with everything, there are some things I 
want to do better next time, but there are many that 
went really well. I think I did a good job on singing and 
staying focused during the performance. I did come in 
late on one move, but did not let that bother me and I 
moved on.  

   Overall, it went really well. I am glad that I could 
compete with the chorus. I think we did a great job. 
This experience will help all of us improve for our fu-
ture performances. Each time I sing with the chorus on 
stage, it becomes more comfortable. I am learning to 
relax and enjoy myself, at least a little bit, and I think it 
shows. Thanks to everyone who put in time and effort 
to organize and prepare us for this contest. I had a 
great time and no car trouble at all.�  

Better in many ways 

By Stewart Gardner  

   For the past several years I have been unable to be 
part of the chorus competition due to the requirements 
of my employment.  This year was different.  Having 
no excuse, I felt I had to "bite the bullet" and sign up to 
go.  I never made a better decision.  Even though I had 
to get up at 3:00 a.m. to get to Lincoln in time, the 
whole day was great.  I found myself saying, 
"Whatever it takes, next year I'm going to the whole 
convention!" 
   Our quartet has even benefited from our extra work 
getting ready.  At least we are aware of those areas we 
can and must improve if we are to be a viable quartet. 

  So I say that my attitude coming back is, 

 "Bring it on !"�  

Bring it on 
 By Tom Miles , bass--Men of a Chord   

    This was our second trip to a contest/convention and 
we were anticipating it to be even better than Kansas 
City.  It was all new to us then, and we figured we would 
know what to expect and enjoy once more.  Since Dave 
had retired, we were able to arrive early, and I knew it 
was going to be a great weekend when we were able to 
find the perfect parking place right away!! 

   We actually made it to the quartet semi-finals on time 
and were rewarded with some wonderful performances.  
Our two quartets were just outstanding, with The Man-
hattan Music Machine and The Late Night Edition 
making all of us very proud. Another source of pride was 
to watch Karen Nanninga receive District and Interna-
tional awards for her hard work on our chapter's news-
letter.  The quartet semi-final continued in the evening 
with more excellent quartets performing, followed by the 
CSD past champions show.  

   We awakened Saturday to blowing snow, a reminder 
that we were in Nebraska and that winter had arrived.  
The blustery weather outside did not cool the excite-
ment inside, and after a hurried breakfast, it was 'off to 
make-up' and “SHOWTIME”! 

   Thanks to Janet Kiser's organizational skills, make-
up went smoothly and our chorus was ready in record 
time.  I was a little nervous before the chorus came out, 
but they did not disappoint --  performing their two songs 
better than ever before.  All of us hooted, hollered and 
stood up for The Little Apple Chorus and their per-
formance.  The audience also seemed to really enjoy 
their performance with lots of reaction to the voodoo 
dolls.  The rest of the day, folks that we had never met 
congratulated us on our chorus's performance, some 
saying it was their favorite of all. 

   Simple words cannot express how great the evening 
performances were and to you who did not make it to 
Lincoln, you missed an unforgettable show.  You just 
had to be there! �  

You just had to be there 

By Connie Lee  

Mason Swenson, 
takes over directing 
and gives Ken Lang 
a voodoo hex. 
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   The Manhattan Music Machine had not competed in 
District Competition in close to 10 years, and because of 
a number of circumstances we have not been available 
to rehearse on a regular basis.  These were two good 
reasons not to compete in District Contest.  But, 
since the chorus had committed to the contest, and we 
would be there anyway, we thought that we could do our 
part and sing in the quartet contest as well. 

    We really did not know what to expect.  We were sure 
that we would not be competitive in the regular contest, 
but thought that we could represent ourselves and the 
chapter with some respect in the Senior Contest.  We 
had fun preparing our two songs, and enjoyed the ex-
perience in being hosted through the queue and onto 
the stage.  We also thought that we sang OK, but also 
knew that we had done better in various other perform-
ances.   

    Our placing was third out of eight quartets in the Sen-
ior Division, so we were pleased and thought that was 
respectable.   We did enjoy the experience of competing 
in Lincoln, and we thank all of you who came to support 
us in our effort.  

    This year, 2009, we are celebrating our 25th year as 
a quartet...and we can also announce that we have re-
newed our registration with the society.  Even after 25 
years we do enjoy singing together and spending time 
together with our families as a group as well.  Will we 
compete again?  Only time will answer this question, but 
we do hope to continue entertaining various group in the 
Manhattan area for a few more years at least. �  

The Manhattan Music Machine 
in competition again 

By Don Thomson , Tenor 

Don Thomson, Bob Swenson, Pete Cooper 
and Jim Lindquist are the  

Manhattan Music Machine.  

�������������	�
����
������
	����������
����������� �����
��������
�����������
������	�	����������	����
����� 
�
������������
��
����
������������������������
�����
�������������	���������������

��������
����	��
���	�����������
�	���������������� ��
������������
����������������������	��������������� ���� 
�
������
	����
�

����
�������	��
���������	�������
����
������
	�����
�������	!�

�����������"�������������
	�����
��������������
	�� ��
���������
�������
�����
��
�������
���������!�����	 �����

�������
	��
�
���������
����������
���������	����� ��
����
���������������
����������!�

���#��	��	���
�������
���
	��������
���������������
�����
���	���������
��
�����	��������������
	������
����
������
������
����	���������

���������
"����
���������
	��
��������������	������
�������
���
����������
��	������
��������	��#��	�
�����
�����	�����	��	��
�����������
	�����������
��
��	����������	�	�������������
	������� �  

Our wonderful English 
language 

Harry’s little boy was waiting for his mother to come 
out of the grocery store. As he waited, he was ap-
proached by a man who asked, "Son, can you tell me 
where the Post Office is?" 

   The little boy replied, "Sure! Just go straight down 
this street a coupla blocks and turn to your right." 

    The man thanked the boy kindly and said, "I'm the 
new pastor in town.  I'd like for you to come to church 
on Sunday. I'll show you how to get to Heaven." 

   The little boy replied with a chuckle. "Awww, come 
on... you don't even know the way to the Post Office."�   

An Adventure 
with 

Harry Harmony 
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   Little Apple Chorus (35 guys on the risers), Man-
hattan Music Machine  Quartet, and Late Night Edi-
tion Quartet performed at the Central States District 
(CSD) Convention in Lincoln, Nebraska on Friday and 
Saturday, October 9-10, 2009.  Our groups got very 
positive responses from the audience, which included 
a sizeable contingent of our chapter members, 
spouses and friends. You should know that guys in 
other choruses sitting around us in the audience let us 
know how they think we did a great job.  This gives us 
a good boost to keep working and performing. 

   All three of our performing groups received reactions 
from judges, who met with us shortly after each sec-
tion’s performances.  Each of three judges met for 20 
minutes with our chorus and explained their reactions 
to our performance; they also worked with the chorus 
on their three categories during the 20-minute ses-
sions.  We appreciated their enthusiasm for our good 
work and their suggestions for improvement of prob-
lem areas. 

   This new twist of judges working with choruses, not 
just talking to us, paid off in our response, I think.  We 
got one more perspective on how to enhance the mu-
sicality of our singing, etc., much of which our director 
has emphasized all along.  I think this approach helps 
us focus on specific details, such as multiple styles of 

phrasing. 

   We reacted favorably to our own performances and 
the judges’ advice; we know we have gained good ex-
perience and good ideas.  In my estimation our use of 
DVD recordings of rehearsals, special sectional re-
hearsals, and special contest chorus rehearsals helped 
us gain better quality of singing, facial expression and 
body movements.  Nothing hits us harder than viewing 
recordings of our own performance or our director fo-
cusing on us; we have to face the stark reality of our 
individual need for improvement.  

   It gave us all moments of pride to have our quartets 
perform at the convention.  We never tire of listening to 
them, and hope that they will continue to sing for us 
from time to time during rehearsals.  All of our several 
quartets contribute greatly to making us a strong chap-
ter, so let’s keep a lot of quartets performing. 

   At the convention Karen Nanninga received awards 
for our on-line newsletter, InCider.  Karen  does a won-
derful job of putting a high quality newsletter together, 
and turning it over to Bart Bartholomew to upload to 
the Internet.  In addition, she and Terry  take a lot of pic-
tures that enhance the newsletter.   We add our con-
gratulations to her honors. 

   We give many thanks to our director Ken Lang , to our 
clinician Jim Bagby , to our choreographer Kimberly 
Lang,  to our makeup crew, to the host chapter in Lin-
coln, to the judges (from across the USA), and to the 
work of Central States District organizers.  All of these 
folks expend considerable effort to assist us and support 
us.  Now we look forward to singing in our local perform-
ances and for our fans at home base.  “Keep The Whole 
World SINGING!”�  

 Our Chorus and Quartets 
at CSD Convention  

By Loren Alexander VP Music & Performance  

Barbershopper's. 

   And it's the feelings and thoughts make that  your 
connection-Barbershop. It's more than feelings and 
thoughts. It's about being connected with the audi-
ence, with your partners, with your own feelings and 
thoughts. And I can say this because I was there, I 
was feeling the connection, I was feeling what the 
singers felt, and that's why I've got Goosebumps every 
time. The Manhattan barbershoppers starts to sing,. 
their voices compliment each other, their movements 
complete the story and made it all one .I'm grateful to 
be there and be part of this world... this magical and 
new world. Thanks Manhattan Barbershoppers 

 Break a  leg! ( An new expression I learned).�  

Music. It's the Only  
Universal Language." 

By  Lucas Lopes , exchange student from Brazil 

   When I donned my tux jacket for the contest Saturday, I 
found that it was too large in almost every dimension.  Is it 
possible that someone else in the chorus found that he had one 
too small in almost every dimension?  If so, maybe we acci-
dentally traded recently. My wife says I have to find my origi-
nal as I am lost in this one.   

   Please contact me if you would like to compare coat sizes.�  

The mysterious jacket swap 

By Donn Leach  

Bart Bartholomew 10/09 
Preston Chapel 10/23 
Naoki Nemoto 10/30 

October 

Birthdays 
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   Mike Sexton receives the September Barbershopper 
of the Month (BOTM) from Harvey Kiser .  He is recog-
nized for his unselfish and quiet contributions to the 
chapter.  Mike is always there with his truck and trailer 
to take the risers to our performances where in the com-
munity or nearby communities.  Additionally, he very 
ably arranges our Singing Valentine Afterglow each 
year.  So, Mike, thank you for making a difference in our 
chapter.�  

Mike Sexton recently received the  
Barbershopper of the Month award.  It is 

presented to him by President Harvey 
Kiser.   

Photo by Terry Nanninga  

Singing for the first time on the contest 
stage are, back row, Preston Chapel, Tom 
Miles, Steve Thompson, Cam Beattie and 

new member Shawn Resser. 

They all reported having a good time. 

Editor Karen Nanninga receives two awards 
from David Haase at the CSD convention . 

Photo by Terry Nanninga    

   Wow*, I got to go on stage and receive an award 
and hear applause for me.  That is a first time experi-
ence for me.  I received 1st place in the district web 
contest and 2nd in the International contest.  Thanks 
for all the help I get. 

   I thought you guys did a great job and the quartets 
also. It is always fun to hear you sing.  Lucas , our ex-
change student thinks there is nothing quite like it.   

   And then to get to hear the Ambassadors of Har-
mony .  They really do a good job don’t they? Except 
for the cold wind, it was a great time.�  

Komments 
from 

Karen 

Our surprise on Saturday morning in Lincoln 
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Photos from the convention 

Barber wives help with the make up before 
going on stage.  Left to right they are Sally 

Lindquist, Don Thomson, Carol Hanson, 
Connie Lee, Janet Kiser and 

 Mike McCaffery. 
Photo by Terry Nanninga  

Late Night Edition looked and sounded 
mighty fine.  They are Brian Swenson, 

Brian Arthaud-Day, Tom Fish and Travis 
Troyer. 

Brian Swenson practices his voodoo 
moves against Director Ken Lang. 

Manhattan Music Machine did themselves  
proud on stage at the CSD convention .  

Don Thomson, Pete Cooper, Jim Lindquist 
and Bob Swenson form this quartet. 

Puns and names 
Want to Help: Abel N. Willin 
Smart Beer Making: Bud Wiser  
Fifty Yards to the Outhouse: Willy Makit and BettyWoant 
Skunks in the Shrubbery: P. Yew  
I'm Fine: Howard Yu  
Mensa Man: Gene Yuss  
The German Bank Robbery: Hans Zupp  
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Little Apple Chorus on stage at Lied Center Another run through. 

One last time guys. 

Picture proof of our Arctic Autumn. 
Photo by Lucas Lopes  

The final practice in Manhattan  

Photo by Terry Nanninga  

More Photos 



Calendar of Events ���� �

Thanks to the following for contributing articles–
Connie Lee, Jean Beatty, Steve Thompson, 
Don Thomson, Harvey Kiser, Lucas Lopes, 
Loren Alexander, Donn Leach , Tom Miles, 
and Stewart Gardner  

Chapter meetings begin at 7:30 p.m. 
Quartet/polecat practice begins at 7:00 p.m. 

 

October 22 

 
October 29 

November  5 

November 9 

November 11 

November 12 

November 19 

November 26 

Chapter Meeting 
Election of officers 

Chapter Meeting 

Chapter Meeting 

Board Meeting 

Veteran’s Day  
Performance 

Chapter Meeting 
Ladies Night 

Chapter Meeting 

Thanksgiving 

Deadline for submitting articles for the next 
InCider is  November 5th 

Karen Nanninga 

1379 26th Road  

Axtell, Kansas 66403 


