
Inside this issue: 

  Volume 32,  Number  8        Karen Nanninga, Edit or and Publisher                       August  2009  

The chapter and chorus meet  every Thursday evening  at 7:30 p.m. at the First Methodist Church Activit y Center  
on the corner of Poyntz and  6th Street, Manhattan,  Kansas. 

Presidents 
Message 

Page 2 

A bit of his-
tory   

Fall plans 

Page 3 

Retreat,  

We need to 
change 

Page 4 

BPF  

Member 
speak 

Page 5 

Photos,  

Picnic  

Annual 
Meeting 

Page 6 

Harmony U 
report 

Editors 
notes 

Page 7 

Calendar Page 8 

Bulletin is published by the Manhattan Kansas Chapt er and Chorus ���

� ������������	
�
	�����
��������������
������������	 �����
��� �

Tom Hart, first director of a Manhattan Chapter cho rus, once again in 
front of the group as he directs the Little Apple C horus during warm-up 

before performing at the Westmoreland United Method ist Church service 
on July 19.  

First Director is at it again, (for a bit). 

   On page three you will find a short article 
from Tom Hart with some very interesting 
Little Apple Chorus history of his time in 
the chorus 

   You will notice that Tom seems to be 
enjoying being back in front of the chorus.        

   A few of the men in the chorus that day re-
member when Tom was their director. 

   Besides enjoying have Tom direct them, the 
chorus also enjoyed refreshments provided by 
the Tom Hart family before the church service. 
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Karen Nanninga    
1379 26th Road 
 Axtell,  Kansas 66403 

 Phone: 785-736-2870  
email: taren@bluevalley.net  

 Unless carrying a byline or some form of 
credit to borrowed sources, all items in this 
bulletin are by the editor and do not 
necessarily reflect the opinions of the chapter 
or board.  All photos in the bulletin are by the 
editor, unless otherwise identified. 
    All chapter officers are expected and 
chapter members are encouraged to 
contribute their ideas on a regular basis 

Chapter Officers 
President…………...………….…..Harvey Kiser 
Membership and Chapter Development VP  
and President Elect ………….……...Bill Hanson 
Music & Performance VP……..Loren Alexander 
Marketing and   
Public Relations VP…………….John Thomason                            
 Secretary…………………….....…….Pat Caffey 
Treasurer…………………………..Bob Swenson 
Member at Large…….…………...Don Thomson 
Member at Large……….……………David Fink 
Member at Large …………....…...…Chuck Marr 
Member at Large …………………Jim Lindquist 
Member at Large ……………. Fred Wachsmuth 
Member at Large ……………………. Ken Lyle 

Appointments  
Musical Director.………………………KenLang  

Associate Musical Director ….…..Don Thomson 
Assistant Musical Director……...Myron Calhoun 

Music Chairman……….….................Bob Ridley 
Show Chairmen...……….........Jim Lindquist and  
………………………….….….... Don Thomson 
Singing Valentine Chairman ………….Ken Lyle 
Youth in Harmony Chairman …….Travis Troyer 
Equipment Manager …………..Fred Wachsmuth 
Uniform Manager……………….….Chuck Marr 
Bulletin Editor…….....…..……..Karen Nanninga 
Web Master…………………..Bart Bartholomew 
       www.littleapplechorus.org 

     InCider Press, a monthly publication,  is the 
official publication of the Manhattan, Kansas  
chapter of the Central States District (CSD) of 
the Barbershop Harmony Society.  
     The Manhattan Chapter is the home of the 
Little Apple Chorus.  The chapter and chorus 
meet  every Thursday evening at 7:30 p.m. at the 
First Methodist Church Activity Center on the 
corner of Poyntz and  6th Street, Manhattan, 
Kansas. 
     For more information about meetings or 
joining call or write to the Editor. (see below
 �

   “Building a Great Barbershop Organization” was the theme of the 
Central States District (CSD) workshop that your music leadership, 
officers and members attended on Saturday, July 25 in St. Joseph, 
MO.  We attended knowing that our chapter is blessed with a great 
amount of musical leadership.  A goal of attending was to listen for and 
learn what our chapter could use as we seek to grow musically and in 
membership. 
    The thirteen Manhattan Chapter members who attended were – Ken 
Lang , Director; Don Thomson , Associate Director; Travis Troyer , 
Tenor Section Leader; Bob Ridley , Music Librarian; Loren Alexander , 
VP (Vice President) - Music and Performance; Bill Hanson , VP - 
Membership and Chapter Development; John Thomason , VP - Mar-
keting and Public Relations; Bob Swenson , Treasurer; Harvey Kiser , 
President; Dave Fink , Board Member; and Mason Swenson , Cam 
Beatty  and John Trail, Chapter Members. 
    You may ask what qualifies Chuck Greene to lead these workshops.  
He is a former CEO, an active barbershopper and a student of our na-
tion’s cultural changes.  He has directed Barbershop and Sweet Ade-
line choruses for about 20 years total.  He has sung in quartets being 
in the top 20 twice at the International Convention.  Those who at-
tended the HU Saturday night show, August 1, saw him as one of the 
directors of the Extreme Quartetting Brigade chorus.   
   Chuck Greene  demonstrated different musical activities by having all 
128 attendees from 28 chapters participate.  These demonstrations 
were designed to have us experience the first adaptive priority – to 
have “Compellingly Attractive Chapter Meetings.”  One point he made 
is that chapters can shift priorities, be vitalized and thrive. 
   His chapter changed its priorities.  As a result, the active members 
(those who are regular Tuesday night singers) were 26, now 53.  The 
average attendance of active members was 18, now 41.  The average 
age of the active members has gone from 67 to 58.  The percentage of 
visitors becoming chapter members has gone from less than 10% to 
70%.  Men started arriving at chapter meetings a half hour early to sing 
and stayed afterwards singing tags.  These active members are sing-
ing, listening, watching, coaching and directing.  The chorus members 
do not consider themselves being in a competitive chorus, but in one 
that competes to improve. 
    He says that with the faster paced life in which we live, “…current 
generations are looking for the ‘best value’ for their discretionary time.  
Instead of a fun pastime, men now seek time-efficiency – opportunities 
to be creative, learn new skills, be energized by diversity, enjoy variety, 
be appreciated for their talents, have a voice in transforming society for 
the better – all with fun interwoven.”  Time-efficiency is calculated by – 
dividing Value gained by Time used.  “Chapters who efficiently offer 
opportunities of this nature will grow, thrive and wield significant posi-
tive influence.” 
 Chuck  made the point that barbershop-styled singing is still incredibly 
worthwhile!  His rallying point was – barbershop harmony with its con-
stant overtones is the ‘black belt’ of a cappella singing.�  

Building a great  
barbershop  

Organization  , 

By  Harvey Kiser , President 
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   I started directing a Barbershop Chorus in 1966 when 
I served as assistant director of the Wamego Chorus.  
When Don McGuire , Wamego High School band direc-
tor and the founder and director of the chorus, took 
some time off, I became director.  Then Greg Lyne 
moved to Wamego to attend Kansas State University, 
and soon we installed him as director and again I was 
the assistant.  We must have taught Greg well, because 
he later earned four gold medals for directing the West 
Towns Chorus  of Lombard, IL and the Masters of Har-
mony  of Santa Fe Springs, CA to international champi-
onships before becoming Director of Music Education 
and Services for SPEBSQSA!  

   Next, the chorus re-organized and moved to Manhat-
tan to become the Tuttleaires  with Don McGuire as 
director, and once again I was the assistant.  After a few 
months, Don resigned and I moved up to be director.   

   When the Manhattan Chapter chartered in 1977, the 
name of the chorus was Quad-County Chorus .  I was 
the director of that chorus up to and including charter 
night, when we also sang in our first competition.  My 
term was up in 1978, and then the assistant director 
Ken Lang (imagine that!) took over.  Long about 1983, 
Ken took a hiatus for a few months, and I was one of 
the co-directors until Ken made a most welcome return.   

   I was in and out so many times that I really don’t know 
how long I was a full-fledged director.  But it was fun all 
the way! �  

A bit of LAC History 

By Tom Hart (as edited by Carol Hanson) 

   Even though our annual show is still eight months 
away, many people are already diligently working on 
our 2010 Spring Show.  As you know, the title of our 
show will be RAGTIME COWBOY SHOW II, and the 
theme of our show will be Cowboy or Western (not to 
be confused with “country”).  The creative committee 
met for the first time and has discussed many exciting 
ideas for the presentation.   

   We have had our first meeting with the McCain tech-
nical people, and you are going to be impressed with 
the special effects they will help us with.  Pat and 
Paula Caffey are already making plans for some of 
the staging and scenery.  Loren Alexander is busy 
making learning discs with many of the songs on them, 
and you should have them shortly.  And, most impor-
tantly, you have most of the music we will sing on the 
show already, including “O What a Beautiful Morning”, 
“Ragtime Cowboy Joe”, “Tumbling Tumbleweeds”, 
“Home on the Range”, “Bury Me Not on the Lone Prai-
rie”, and “TA-RA-RA BOOM-DE-AY”.   

   Ken Lang , as you can tell, has already been working 
hard to learn the songs (remember he has to learn all 
four parts of every song!).  And it is not too early for 
you to start putting these songs to memory.  Then, it is 
also not too early for you to start putting your costume 
together.  Again this year, we want to portray the real 
“old west”.  Hopefully some of us can come up with 
some chaps; several of us can find authentic hats; 
many of us have dreamed about one day owning a 
pair of cowboy boots; and there are many other acces-
sories that we can start to put together and maybe 
even put on our Christmas lists (spurs, bandanas, 
ropes, etc.).  We will be asking some of our gals to 
help us in the assembling and presentation process 
again this year. 

   Shortly, probably after District contest, you will re-
ceive more information on how the 2010 show will be 
laid out. For now, our main job is to be diligent in learn-
ing the songs (above) and be off the music as quickly 
as possible.  Our secondary job is to talk to our family, 
friends, and neighbors to promote the show, and see if 
we might interest some other guys who may want to 
sing some good old western/cowboy songs with us. I 
really expect that we will have more fun producing this 
show than any we have performed.  It would be won-
derful to have 60 (or more) guys on stage in April! �  

Plans for Fall 
and 2010 

By Don Thomson ,  

Associate Director 

A step back in time as Tom Hart once again 
directs the Little Apple Chorus. 



  Page 4                                                       InCider Press                                           August  2009  

   On Saturday, August 22nd, we have our retreat at 
Rock Springs with famed barbershop harmony spe-
cialist Jim Bagby as guest clinician!  Jim has worked 
with us before, so we know how he helps us improve 
in many ways.  Above all, we appreciate Jim spend-
ing a full day working with us. 

   When we invest our time for an extended work ses-
sion of several hours, and when Director Ken Lang 
joins Clinician Jim in working with the Little Apple 
Chorus and with several of our quartets, I know that 
every individual Member will gain much from the ex-
perience.   Having the time to sing throughout a single 
day contributes much more to acquiring skills than the 
same time split over several weeks!!  (Ask me about 
the research on this...) 

   A note of caution:  Each of us can profit best from 
this experience by practicing our songs each day or 
every other day from now until the 22nd.  With this 
practice we will help our vocal apparatus gain the 
strength and muscle tone to sing a lot during an entire 
day.  And our accuracy of pitch, quality of tone and 
mastery of words will improve.  If we come ready to 
jump into an entire day of work and fun, it will lift our 
spirits, too.   It's a win-win situation for all of us! 

   Our upcoming performances (contest, holiday con-
cert, Valentines, annual show, etc.) will demonstrate 
our improved skills.  We did a fine job at the recent D-
Day performance and the Arts in the Park perform-
ance with the city band.  But the voice quality and our 
mastery of songs loses or gains after these perform-
ances according to how our skills grow every week 
(or NOT! - as I experienced poor skills after two 
weeks of travel with no singing earlier this summer). 

   On the 22nd our guests (wives and others) will get 
to hear us sing our Central States District Contest 
numbers in late afternoon.  Let's all welcome them 
and do whatever we can to show how much we ap-
preciate their support.  They will join us for a pleasant 
evening meal at Rock Springs following the day's re-
treat.  See you there! 

A day with Jim Bagby at 
Rock Springs 

By Loren Alexander  

Are we ready for a change? 

By Dave Fink  

 A report on Chuck Green’s Work Shop   
“It won't be the richest, or the largest, or the youngest 
barbershop chapters, or the best singing, or the smart-
est, most experienced or most determined who survive 
and thrive -- it will be those who correctly adapt to the 
changing context of their time."   

   I wasn't sure how to even start to describe this fast 
paced, day-long workshop of 138 members, including 
13 of our own.  I tried to absorb and digest as much as 
possible during the meeting, but, went into overload at 
the ten minute mark.   

   This all has to do with the fact that our North American 
social context has changed.  Life has sped up and cur-
rent generations are looking for the "best value" for their 
discretionary time. Instead of a fun pastime, men now 
seek time-efficiency -- opportunities to be creative, learn 
new skills, be energized by diversity, enjoy variety, be 
appreciated for their talents, have a voice in transform-
ing society for the better --  all with fun interwoven.   

   It amounts to this-our potential for growth and a future 
for BHS - the new members-are no longer satisfied by 
hanging around ringing chords with a bunch of (usually 
older) other guys.  Their free time is limited as never 
before (either by themselves or others) and they won't 
join something that's not fun and fulfilling.  If we are to 
survive we must change our way of "doing business".   

   Ambitious - yes, thought provoking - for sure, a chal-
lenge - without a doubt, impossible - only if we let it be.  
Chuck Greene gave us more answers than we had 
time to ask questions for.  I had time on several occa-
sions to pick his brain further.  He still had the answers. 

   Are we ready for a change?  Are we ready to maintain 
our numbers or grow? 

   Well, we're gonna hav' ta start doin' stuff different! �  

   There was a hound dog laying in the yard and an old 
geezer in overalls was sitting on the porch. 
"Excuse me, sir, but does your dog bite?" the tourist 
asked. 
   The old man looked up over his newspaper and re-
plied, "Nope.." 
   As soon as the tourist stepped out of his car, the dog 
began snarling and growling, and then attacked both his 
arms and legs. As the tourist flailed around in the dust, 
he yelled, "I thought you said your dog didn't bite!" 
   The old man muttered, "Ain't my dog." 

   I used to eat a lot of natural foods until I learned that 
most people die of natural causes. 

· There are two kinds of pedestrians: the quick and 
the dead. 

   Whenever I feel blue, I start breathing again. 

· All of us could take a lesson from the weather. It 
pays no attention to criticism. 
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   Harmony University 2009 officially kicked off with So-
ciety Honorary and prolific arranger of countless cele-
brated barbershop arrangements Dr Burt Szabo's an-
ticipated keynote address to HU attendees. 

   Burt  shared his personal story of how he started 
learning music and how barbershop came to him.  His 
love for the style grew from seeds planted when he was 
a young man visiting the local chapters in his area in 
northern Ohio, singing with "really old guys"(as he put 
it), and reveling in the immaculate harmonies of the day 
being produced by Society greats Mid States Four, 
Buffalo Bills, and the Schmitt Brothers. 

   While it was the sheer joy and FUN of singing four 
part harmony that drew him into the hobby, it's the hope 
he carries for the preservation of the hobby for the fu-
ture generations that drew him to express his thoughts 
and concerns over the past, present and future of the 
Society. 

   In the face of membership decline and the Society's 
charge to preserve barbershop, Burt  got to the heart of 
the matter with pointed questions.  What's different 
about our hobby now compared to the earlier days of 
the Society?  Is the natural evolution that's reshaping 
our art form necessary to ensure that future generations 
have access to the same joy of singing that we enjoy 
today?  How do the excessively difficult arrangements of 
today help preserve the hobby if the average Joe Bar-
bershopper is unable to even participate in performing 
them?   

   While each Society member has a distinctly unique 
story behind how he fell in love with barbershop, there is 
one unifying aspect that continues to bring them back.  
Fun.  Despite different cultures in different chapters and 
quartets that breed diverse motivations with varied goals 
for success, Burt  ended his talk by simply asking, "What 
are YOU doing to make sure future generations can 
have FUN singing barbershop?" �  

Barbershop, Preservation, 
and Fun 
By Dave Fink  

   Wayne Bailie spoke at last Thursday evening with 
the chapter chorus members about viewing the You 
Tube performance of the Westminster Chorus when it 
performed at the ‘The Folk Choir Competition,’ Llangol-
len 2009.  I had sent the members the website to view 
the performance http://www.llangollen.tv/en/clip/91 
   Here are some of Wayne’s thoughts that he ex-
pressed to me in an email: 
   “I thought that it was needed to impress members of 
the chorus that we must do better in our image presen-
tation to get better evaluations in contest.  It may help 
to have it come from someone (I am likely not the best 
one to make that statement, but I did anyway) other 
than Ken.  The video of the Westminster Chorus sing-
ing Shenandoah is a very good example of what we 
need to do.  Each of us needs to really get into the mu-
sic as to how it feels not only on the contest or show 
stage, but also as we practice.” 
   Other barbershop harmony videos are available if you 
have not seen them.  The International Convention per-
formance of ‘76 Trombones’ by the Ambassadors of 
Harmony is at  
 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QmDGntpZC3I  One 
can see other videos of barbershop harmony (quartets 
and choruses) at  
 http://www.barbershop.org/resources/videos.html 

A member speaks out 
By Harvey Kiser  

The members of the Silver Lining, who 
just happen to be one of the oldest regis-
ters quartets gathered for a picture at the 

Westmoreland Church Performance.  
They are Bob Swenson, Bill Hanson, Pete 
Cooper and Tom Hart.  Bob believes they 

were registered in 1971.  Pete Cooper 
joined them later, when the original bass 

Harold Oakleaf left the group. 

��������	�
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   From Harvey Kiser  
   Karen was honored at the PROBE meeting in early 
July at the International Convention in Anaheim, CA.  
Her award was also announced at the International 
semifinals quartet contest by the emcee, Jim Bagby , 
who is our clinician at our chapter’s retreat on August 
22. Karen’ s score was a close second (15 points) to 
the first place awardee of Ken Steffen from Fort 
Wayne, IN.  David Haase , editor of the District’s Sere-
nade, said the August issue, “Karen publishes an ex-
cellent chapter bulletin and should be commended for 
her tireless work for the Manhattan, Kansas chapter.”  
Congratulation Karen. 

Karen Nanninga  receives the plaque pre-
sented by PROBE (Public Relations Officers 
and Bulletin Editors) for second place in the 
International Electronic Bulletin Contest for 

the InCider Press. Harvey Kiser is presenting 
the plaque to Karen. 

  Thank you Wayne for sharing with us your talents and 
passion for barbershopping harmony.  For several years 
now, Wayne has compiled for our spring show program 
book comments about each song performed.  He also 
helps the directors in placing their arrangements on pa-
per using his software package.  Then he finds time to 
help with the show administration such by being on this 
year’s Audio Visual Committee and on the Ticket Sales 
Committee.  Your contributions are very much appreci-
ated.  Thank you again, Wayne. 

Wayne Bailie is presented the Barbershop-
per of the Month Award by president Har-
vey Kiser at a recent chapter meeting. 

   There will not be a Ladies Night meeting this month.  
Instead they will meet up with their husbands at the 
retreat at Rock Springs on August  22. 

   The ladies are to join the men for a short concert by 
the LAC at 5:p.m. and then the chapter picnic at 6.  
The food is provided by Rock Springs.  All we have to 
do is attend.  This is for the whole family 

The Annual Meeting of the Manhat-
tan, KS Chapter of the Barbershop 
Harmony Society will be conducted, 
Thursday, September 24, 2009 during 
the regular chapter meeting..  The 
agenda for the meeting is to elect the 
2010 officers and board members. 
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   My week at Harmony University might be best de-
scribed as being hit with a big, warm, fuzzy ball.  At first, 
nothing and then, ”WHAM,” and then it's gone.  It was a 
great feeling, but seemed to come and go so quickly 
that you couldn't take it all in at the time.  So much stuff, 
so much information, so many great people from all over 
the world--and then you have to wait an entire year for 
another fix. 

   Chuck Greene's  workshop started the week off for 
three of us.  It was like trying to jump onto a moving 
freight train.  So much, so fast that it was hard to realize 
you were being swept along with it.  This was such a 
radical departure from the status quo that it will take a 
while to get even some of it into play. 

   There were a lot of people there, but not one un-
friendly face (a trend that was to continue the rest of the 
week).  When we broke for lunch, the kitchen couldn't 
believe 138 people were there so they had  just set up 
for the 38 that they thought it had to be.  Well, somehow 
everyone adapted, got fed, educated, and entertained 
without mishap. 

   This HU is a slick operation.  No matter how often I or 
my cohorts screwed up, there was always someone 
there to set you off in the right direction, give you a word 
of encouragement, or just a smile and a handshake.   

   The people you meet there are legendary in our 
hobby.  I had Joe Liles  for three classes.  I had seen 
his name on my music, of course, but had no idea who 
he was.  There are 6 songs in my music with his name 
on them in one way or another and that doesn't even 
start to tell you.  Try punching him up on the web some 
time.  Yes, page after page, and yet I was made to feel 
like a personal friend.  I'm not sure, but I think he was 
having as much fun as everyone else.  His knowledge, 
antics, excitement and joy just pulled us all along as 
though we were on a great big sleigh ride.  Where else 
could you find such and experience? 

   I guess I could go on and on but I don't think I would 
ever be able to describe it all.  You need to experience it 
yourself.  I'm going again next year – I can't help my-
self!  You need to come with me and really get to under-
stand how great the people are at Harmony U., how 
much pure fun there is to be had, and maybe, just 
maybe, how much better you'll feel about yourself after 
a week of this madness! �  

Some things I did at  
Harmony University  

last week 
By Dave Fink  

Komments   
from  

Karen 

  I keep finding out it is a small world after all, as the 
song says.  As a member of PROBE, I let the editors 
know when there is a new InCider on line.  This past 
month, I received a number of congratulations.  One 
from a man from Tucson AZ, David ��������	
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 � The VOICE of 
eXperience" for his chapter.  He had a nice clean  
readable newsletter. 

   Since we had been to Tucson several times to see 
Terry’s sister Karen, I replied back to him and told  a 
bit of our experience in Tucson and that Karen is in-
volved in the Sweet Adeline’s.  He and Karen know 
each other, live in the same retirement park and has 
taken writing classes with Karen’s husband.  Small 
world.   

   Also Fred Wachsmuth was up in our area, and our 
guest for a bit while he painted our church, one of his 
best friends is a former host mom for us.  Small world 
again.   

   And speaking of host mom, that involves exchange 
students.  We are picking up our new son this Friday.  
He is Lucas from Brazil.  He loves to sing.  And he will 
be with us at the Summer Picnic.  I can hardly believe 
that he is our 19th. 

The Little Apple Chorus at a Summer  
Performance in the Wamego Methodist 

church 



Calendar of Events ���� �

Thanks to the following for contributing articles– 

Harvey Kiser, Loren Alexander, Dave Fink 
and Don Thomson.  

Chapter meetings begin at 7:30 p.m. 
Quartet/polecat practice begins at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Upcoming  Events 

Oct 9 – 11 – Fall Convention, Lied Center,    
                      Lincoln, NE 

Chapter meeting 

Chapter meeting  

Chapter Retreat  

Chapter meeting 

Chapter meeting 

Chapter meeting, Ladies night 
InCider deadline  

Ft. Riley Chapel Performances 

Board meeting 

Chapter meeting 

August 13 

August 20 

August 22  

August 27 

September 3 
 
September 10 
 

Sept 13 –  

September 14 

September17 

Deadline for submitting articles for the next 
InCider is  September 10 

Karen Nanninga 

1379 26th Road  

Axtell, Kansas 66403 


