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   It is an honor to recognize Bill and 
Marilyn Bunyan as our chapter’s: BOTM 
(Barbershopper(s) of the Month).  Bill  
has been our treasurer for nine years 
and has carried out his duties in an admi-
rable way fulfilling his fiduciary responsi-
bilities.  He reported the status of our 
financial situation monthly to the board of 
directors, paid our bills in a timely man-
ner and filed the required corporation  

and Society  business reports.  Of course, the 
person behind the scenes has been Marilyn .  
She established the set of financial accounts us-
ing the computer the first time for our chapter and 
prepared the financial reports for our chapter.  
Thanks for your service Bill and Marilyn .  We will 
still continue to see Bill  singing and both partici-
pating in chapter events �  

President Harvey Kiser is  presenting the Barbersho pper of the Month to Bill 
and Marilyn Bunyan.  They received this honor for a ll their hard work as 

treasure of our chapter.  Marilyn is the first lady  to receive this honor 

January's BOTM   

By Harvey Kiser President 
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Karen Nanninga    
1379 26th Road 
 Axtell,  Kansas 66403 

 Phone: 785-736-2870  
email: taren@bluevalley.net  

 Unless carrying a byline or some form of 
credit to borrowed sources, all items in this 
bulletin are by the editor and do not 
necessarily reflect the opinions of the chapter 
or board.  All photos in the bulletin are by the 
editor, unless otherwise identified. 
    All chapter officers are expected and 
chapter members are encouraged to 
contribute their ideas on a regular basis 

Chapter Officers 
President…………...…………. …Harvey Kiser 
Membership and  
   Chapter Development VP …… .   Bill Hanson 
Music & Performance VP…… ....…  ..Tom Fish 
Marketing and 
    Public Relations VP………. .  John Thomason 
Secretary……………………....…….Pat Caffey 
Treasurer……………………….. ..Bob Swenson 
Member at Large…….………. …Don Thomson 
Member at Large……….… ….Loren Alexander 
Member at Large ………..…. ..… ...Chuck Marr 
Member at Large …………… …..Jim Lindquist 
Member at Large …………. … .Terry Nanninga 
Member at Large ………… ….Fred Wachsmuth 

Appointments  
SPEBSQSA  A-063 Delegate….…....Bill Hanson 
Musical Director.………………. …  ...Ken Lang 
Associate Musical Director ….…..Don Thomson 
Assistant Musical Director……...Myron Calhoun 
Music Chairman……….….…. … ….Bob Ridley 
Service Chairman…….… … Brian Arthaud-Day 
Show Chairmen...……….........Jim Lindquist and  
………………………….… .…....Don Thomson 
Uniforms……………….….…  .…..Chuck Marr 
Bulletin Editor…….....…..….  ..Karen Nanninga 
Web Master………………..... Bart Bartholomew 
       www.littleapplechorus. org 

     InCider Press, a monthly publication,  is the 
official publication of the Manhattan, Kansas  
chapter of the Central States District (CSD) of 
the Barbershop Harmony Society.  
     The Manhattan Chapter is the home of the 
Little Apple Chorus.  The chapter and chorus 
meet  every Thursday evening at 7:30 p.m. at the 
First Methodist Church Activity Center on the 
corner of Poyntz and  6th Street, Manhattan, 
Kansas. 
     For more information about meetings or 
joining call or write to the Editor. (see below
 �

   What a great and exciting week for barbershop singers!  We have a 
day and a half for our quartets performing Singing Valentines, and 
Saturday is a day for everyone to sing during our Second Annual 
Chapter Retreat.  
   Bob Swenson and his team have successfully organized Singing 
Valentines – orders are coming in by phone and through the chapter 
website, and quartets are ready to present their songs, cards, roses, 
and candy kisses with Polaroid or digital photos.  Thanks to our ladies 
for helping Telva with packaging the candy kisses and for their help at 
the headquarters and the quartet lounge during these two days.   
   The retreat will begin at 8:30 a.m. on Saturday, Feb. 16  in the Har-
ris Activity Center with registration and singing starting at 9:00 a.m. 
concluding at 2:20 p.m. (We were glad to find one of the Saturdays in 
February open at the Activity Center.) Breakfast snack will include 
Mrs. Powell’s cinnamon rolls, coffee, juice and fruit before singing.  
Our ladies are helping again this week by arranging the food for our 
breakfast snack and lunch. 
   Our clinician, Byron Myers , will work with us on three of our songs 
that we are preparing for our spring show.  Byron  is a member of the 
Voices of America Chorus, St. Joseph, MO.  He has directed the Pony 
Express Men (BHS) to 14 trips to the International Competition (Intl. 
5th placed medalist), and has directed the American Barbers Boys 
[now…Voices of America] for two trips to the International for a 10th 
place.  Byron  has a degree in Music Education with an additional 54 
hours of degree work, and is a CDWI Certified trained for 11 years.  
He is also involved with church, country, dance band, opera, sym-
phonic and rock music.  I think we will be enthused by what we learn 
in performing these songs. 
   It is great to have the faith and trust that chapter members and their 
ladies will fulfill their commitments of organizing our events and pre-
paring to sing in accomplishing our vision of “proclaiming, perpetuat-
ing and enjoying the a cappella barbershop music art form.”�  

This is the week to sing 

By Harvey Kiser President 

Now is a good time to be thinking about ticket sales.  Our success 
depends on each of us selling tickets individually. Corporate sales are 
a very nice thing to have, but if we fail to do our part individually, we 
will not achieve the success we need.  I would encourage each of us 
to start writing down the names of the family members, friends, 
neighbors, church family and church choir members, social acquaint-
ances, etc. on a piece of paper or a card and be ready to offer them 
the opportunity to come to our show in April. 

    I know that many, if not most of you, will sell a lot more than ten 
tickets, but I would hope that each of us would commit to selling at 
least ten (10) tickets for your fund raising part of the show.  Each of us 
knows at least that many people (or five couples) we can approach.�  

Start getting tickets sold 

By Don Thomson  Associate Director 
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   Would you like to know your fellow Little Apple Chorus 
members better? That is the project that Chapter Presi-
dent Harvey Kiser  asked me to undertake. Harvey 's 
 thinking was that as we have grown in numbers we 
really don't have the opportunity to get to know each 
other real well. For most of us we meet on Thursday 
night sing together and leave for our homes  scattered 
all over Manhattan, St George, Wamego, Junction City, 
Clay Center, etc, etc. Some of us see other members at 
church, or golfing, or ballgames, but still really don't get 
the chance to know much about our fellow members. 

   I think that Harvey  got an idea from one of the COTS 
public relations classes that if we would assemble infor-
mation sheets on each member we could use these to 
know more about our membership. I am sure that with 
the numbers that we have we are not using all of our 
strengths to achieve the goals of this chapter.  

   Chapter retreat will be in the next few days following 
when most will see this newsletter. We will have infor-
mation sheets available at retreat to start the process of 
assembling a compilation of member information. Bart  
Bartholomew  is working to make this information sheet 
available online at the chapter website and we would 
like as many as possible to fill it out online. We plan on 
adding your picture to each sheet and having these on a 
MEMBERS ONLY page on the web. 

    While all the details are being worked out we will be 
starting to assemble the information for those who are 
not able to do this online. This information is only the 
first step in this process. It will take time to finish. Any 
questions as we go forward will have to be addressed.  
This will only be as useful as the members give the in-
formation that you want your fellow members to have 
about you. What do you think? Any comments or ques-
tions should be to your favorite board member or to 
me.�  

Getting to know your  
fellow barbershopper   

By Terry Nanninga  Board Member 

Komments 
by  

Karen 

  I told you there would be a big change in the InCider 
this time. Did you notice it yet?  There is a new name 
plate.  Thanks to Steve Jackson, Editor of PROBE-
moter and a L&R judge in the bulletin contest for giv-
ing me the idea.  He created a sample for me to work 
with and invited me to “tweak” it.  I hope you like it.  I 
think it has a more modern  and clean look  

   If you have been missing articles on Meet the Mem-
ber, they have failed to arrive.  I can’t put them in if I 
don’t have them. 

   There has been a lot of activity this week and last 
getting ready for Singing Valentines.  There are pic-
tures elsewhere in this issue.  I hope you all enjoyed 
working with the Singing Valentines. 

   The ladies met a week early last week to put the 
candy kisses together and we also were able to talk 
with a lot of you about your costumes for the show. If 
you have any questions, ask the lady in charge of 
your section. 

  Also we are trying hard to print a hard copy for those 
of you who requested one.  Please notice we put a 
label with your  name on your copy .  Please take 
that copy.  If you don’t we do not know that you have 
received yours and we mail it.  It will save the chapter 
money if we don’t have to mail it to you. 

  A kindergartner pupil told his 
teacher he has found a cat, but 
it was dead. the teacher asked  
“How did you know it was dead”. 
“Because I pissed in its ear and 
it didn't move, answered the 
child innocently.  "You did 
WHAT?" the teacher exclaimed 
in surprise.  "You know," ex-
plained the boy, " I leaned over 
and went 'Pisst! In it’s ear' and it 
didn't move." 
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   The excellent article on Quartetting in the last issue 
of the "Harmonizer" certainly hit on some of the chal-
lenges and joys that Men of a Chord face as one of 
the newer Chapter quartets.  I think we are beginning 
our fifth year, after starting out Singing Valentines to-
gether.  We would agree that this is an excellent way 
to get started as an official quartet. 

   Finding a mutual practice time can be a challenge, 
especially when you put work and personal time into 
the mix.  Generally, we try to rehearse for an hour or 
hour and half on Wednesday afternoons.  It’s conven-
ient to meet at St. Paul’s, which gives us a great 
acoustic location in their sanctuary, even though the 
church secretary prefers we sing in their common 
room, so she can hear us.  It’s always nice to have a 
receptive audience! 

   We are grateful to Don Thomson to stop by and 
give us some coaching from time to time.  This is es-
pecially helpful to have an outside ear give some feed-
back, encouragement and suggested ways to improve 
and grow musically and as performers.  

   We didn't have as many paying gigs in 2007 as in 
2006, but still enough to contribute $150 to Harmony 

Foundation, and to purchase matching royal blue vests 
and ties to give us a more personalized look.  (If you are 
interested in an inexpensive source, ask Ken Lyle 
about the formal wear outlet we discovered in the Kan-
sas City area.) 

   In October, we sang for the Senior Ministry gathering 
at Trinity Baptist Church in Wamego.  In December, we 
did repeat performances from 2006 for the Manhattan 
Rec Program Senior holiday pot-luck at the historic 
Manhattan Depot, and for the Women's group at St. 
Paul’s Episcopal church.   When Father Tom is sched-
uled to lead vespers at Meadowlark Hills, he somehow 
manages to schedule us to sing, which we enjoy singing 
as much as the residents do listening.  We continue to 
work on new music to add to our repertoire when we 
sing at the Chapter opportunities at the Afterglow and 
Installation Banquet, and it is always an honor to have a 
special part in the Spring Show.   

  We also enjoy the Christmas caroling time and the 
comradely of traveling the area with our Valentines pre-
senter, Harvey Kiser . 

   As I'm writing this and thinking about our Chapter re-
treat coming up, I realize that as a quartet, we should 
probably be doing the same thing.  We have planned to 
attend the Harmony University weekend quartet session 
in the future.  Looks like it will not be until 2009, pending 
any weddings that Father Tom has scheduled!�  

Men of a Chord Musings  

By Steve Fisher  Bari 

Men of a Chord of showing off their new 
blue vests. They are John Desper, Tenor, 

Ken Lyle, lead, Tom Miles, bass, and 
Steve Fisher Bari.  

An adventure  
with  

Harry Harmony 

   As our Mr. Harmony  walked up and down the aisles, 
people could hear him speaking in a soft voice...."We 
are almost done, Harry.  Try not to cry, Harry.  Life will 
get better, Harry." 
    As he approached the checkout stand, he carefully 
brushed the toddler's tears from his eyes and said 
again, "Try not to cry, Harry.  We will be home soon, 
Harry." 

    As he was paying the cashier, the toddler continued 
to cry as a young woman in line behind him said, "Sir, I 
think it is wonderful how sweet you are being to little 
Harry." 

    Harry blinked his eyes a couple of times before say-
ing, "My grandson's name is John.  I'm Harry." 
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    This was the 1st Mid-Winter for Bill  and me.  It was 
held in San Antonio, TX; pleasant, warm and comfort-
able.  NOT!  The time until Saturday that we were there 
it rained and was chilly.   

   We stayed with cousins and they did the driving.  They 
also bought individual tickets for the four events - the 
senior contest; Youth chorus contest and two 
shows.  This was their 1st Barbershop experience and 
enjoyed it - especially the shows.  One Youth chorus 
was from New Zealand.   

   It was announced that this was the 2nd largest mid-
winter for attendance. I believe it was around 
1300.  Eureka  was the top Senior Quartet.  The oldest 
performing senior in a quartet was 79.  Also the dads of 
three from Storm Front , International 3rd place, were in 
a senior quartet.   

All of the top five quartets from International were there 
for the shows.  The Jurassic Larks  performed for their 
10th year anniversary.  I first heard them at a district 
event the year they became senior champs.  They have 
been my favorite senior quartet ever since.  This is a 
small, intimate convention/contest; much different than 
International.   

   It does give you a sense of the larger picture of Bar-
bershop.  We liked it  

Our first time at Mid-Winter 
Convention  

By Marilyn Bunyan  

Helping prepare roses for the Singing Valentines 
are : Joyce Mott, Bill Bunyan, Fred Wachsmuth, 
David Darling, J. Lester Hooper, Kent Kimmins, 
Gary Mott, Chuck Marr, Loren Alexander, Donn 

Leach, Frank Carpenter, Gene Wiley, Chaz Martin 
and Joan Thomson.  
Photo by Harvey Kiser 

Working hard putting the chocolate kisses into 
bags but totally enjoying themselves is the 

group of ladies that gather monthly.  They are 
starting at the left Helen Cooper, Marilyn Bun-
yan, Telva Swenson, Carol Hanson, Carolyn 
Dreiling, Connie Lee, Cindy Lang, Cindy Gar-
wick, Joyce Mott, Janet Kiser, Kathy Thomp-

son, Sharon Purvis, Phyllis Wiley, Pat Schlen-
der and taking the picture Karen Nanninga 

More preparation for singing valentines is a 
presenters class by J Lester Hopper. Pictured 
here are J Lester, Terry Smith, Brian Swenson 
Gary Mott, Terry Nanninga,  Gene Klinger, Bill 
Bunyan and Harvey Kiser. 
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Thursday, February 21, 7 p.m. we will have Session 
#4 of Harmony 101 in the parlor. All may attend, ask 
questions, give answers, discuss any issue. If we find 
it difficult to answer a query, we’ll get an answer some-
where to bring to a following session. 

Notes on previous sessions: 

Session #1 10-25-07 & Session #2 11-1-07 

    Taking Pitch : Someone blows (plays) the key note 
(tonic note) (“Do” of do-re-mi-fa-sol-la-ti-Do...) (in Key 
of C: “C”); all sing this note; Bass drops to an octave 
lower (same note pitched 8 steps lower) (do-ti-la-sol-
fa-mi-re-DO) (c-b-a-g-f-e-d-C); Baritone drops down a 
fourth (fourth note down the scale from the lead (“Sol”) 
(c-b-a-G), or up from the bass to the fifth (“Sol”) (c-d-e-
f-G); Tenor goes up a third (do-re-MI) (c-d-E). We end 
up singing a full, rich chord. The note you sing here 
may or may not come out as your beginning note in 
the song. It establishes the tonal basis for the begin-
ning of the song. This chord (C-G-C-E) constitutes a 
“major” chord. Some songs a composed in a “minor” 
key....and that means we need a change in the chord. 
More later… 

    Vibrato : “A measured waver in the tone.” “Normally 
banned in barbershop,” i.e. sing a steady tone and 
pitch. If you find a vibrato in your voice, generate a 
firmer, steadier breath support. Record and listen to 
yourself! It shocked me, when I heard myself doing 
this. (I usually find that Ken ’s admonitions to do some-
thing better usually refer to me, too!) In a quartet some 
vibrato, especially in the Lead, can enhance the 
sound. Poor posture can contribute to a lousy tone, 
including a poor vibrato. 

   Here you can find Jim Debusman’s article  “Vibrato 
is an important part Sound”(URL:www.barbershop.org/
web/groups /pub l ic /documents /pages /pub- id-
06337.hcsp  NOTE: This article appears to focus on 
quartet singing. 

 Session #3 11-15-07 

Harmony Foundation : Leonard Purvis served as a 
representative of Harmony Foundation for our Little 
Apple Chapter for years; Brian Arthaud-D ay became 
our new representative recently. Leonard  and Brian  
attended this session to help us understand how Har-
mony Foundation works and to give us some history of 

our efforts along the line of service. My notes follow : Har-
mony Foundation (HF) is a charitable wing of Barbershop 
Harmony Society (BHS). HF collects money to help 
propagate barbershop harmony singing. HF scholarships 
go to youth for Youth In Harmony events. HF has an en-
dowment that continues to grow. Our Chapter has run a 
successful Youth In Harmony event for area youth. Sev-
eral local music teachers assisted.  

   Some years ago, our Chapter got seriously involved in 
supporting a start-up effort in Wichita, the Institute of 
Logopedics, which was struggling financially. Our mem-
bers generated a lot funds, interacted closely with the 
Wichita organization, and welcomed children who had 
experienced successful treatments to attend our shows 
as visitors and once as performers. This organization 
grew greatly after legislation that required local school 
boards to gain treatment for children, which resulted in 
much more funding. The name then changed to Heart-
strings and operates today. 

   These days we can get involved in Harmony Explosion 
Camps that last one day or a weekend for about 100-200 
junior high and senior high youth. As someone noted, the 
Harmonizer reports on HF activities each issue. We thank 
Leonard  for his past work, and for his overview of the 
history of our Chapter with HF. We also thank Brian  for 
taking on this position and look forward to more insights 
into this important effort and for possible involvement by 
all of us financially and by some of us directly.�  

Harmony 101 

By Loren Alexander  Board Member 

   At the board meeting February 11th the board set the 
date of April 11th for our 2009 annual show.  Between 
CSD Convention and the McCain Auditorium schedule 
there were few alternatives.  Unfortunately that show will 
be the Saturday before Easter.  
   In other action the board decided that we will sing for 
Sunday services at chapels on Fort Riley on either March 
30, April 6th or April 13th, this year.  We will poll the 
members and consult the director to decide which Sun-
day to choose. 
    Prices were set for the 2008 afterglow tickets as fol-
lows: 
   Admission without meal $5.00 
   Admission with meal $15.00. 
   The board approved the purchase of seventy purple 
vests at $48.50 each.  Members will be asked to repay 
the chapter $30 of the cost. 
    It was decided that we will provide one free ticket for 
each show for each child in the Bergman Elementary 
School Choir who will sing on our show this year, so one 
parent can attend to supervise them.   

Actions of the board 

By Pat Caffey Secretary 
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 Most of you know now what your costume will be for 
the show.  If you do not, you can see the LAC Lady who 
is overseeing your section for costume selection.  They 
are:    

Basses:    Helen Cooper and Pat Schlender  

Baritones:   Carolyn Dreiling  

Leads:    Telva Swenson and Karen Nanninga  

Tenors and Quartets:   Joan Thomson  

   I would like to thank these ladies for volunteering to 
oversee the costume selection process.  You may see 
them at rehearsal from time to time, if not, you might 
want to give them a call and find out what you are ex-
pected to wear on the show.  We will plan to have a 
"costume or dress rehearsal" on March 27th.  Please 
mark that date on your calendar!  This should give you 
plenty of time to locate and acquire your costume. 

   As you can probably tell, our rehearsals are going at a 
little faster pace now.  Ken is doing a lot of teaching, 
and most of what he does is AFTER the notes and 
words are learned.  If you are absent from a rehearsal, 
you are really going to miss a lot of instruction.  Also, if a 
member is absent, it requires Ken to "reteach" the les-
son, and quite possibly for that one member who was 
absent.  We understand that absences are going to oc-
cur from time to time, but we ask that you make Thurs-
day evening rehearsals a priority on your schedules be-
tween now and April 26th!  We have 60 guys who have 
committed to singing on the show!  That's Great!...but 
our attendance is really essential to preparing and pre-
senting a good show. 

   We now have a week break.  I think this is a good time 
for the break.  We now have almost all of the songs 
learned, and when we come back from the Valentine 
break, we can start with a new sense of purpose.  Hope 
to see you on the 21st!�  

Costume information  
By Don Thomson  Associate Director 

     Julie Andrews turned 69 - To commemorate her 
69th birthday on October 1, actress/vocalist Julie An-
drews made a special appearance at Manhattan 's 
Radio City Music Hall for the benefit of the AARP. One 
of the musical numbers she performed was "My Favor-
ite Things" from the legendary movie "Sound Of Mu-
sic." 
Here are the actual lyrics she used: 
Sing along and enjoy 
 
Maalox and nose drops and needles for knitting,  
Walkers and handrails and new dental fittings, 
Bundles of magazines tied up in string,  
These are a few of my favorite things.? 
 
Cadillacs and cataracts, and hearing aids and glasses, 
Polident and Fixodent and false teeth in glasses,  
Pacemakers, golf carts and porches with swings, 
 These are a few of my favorite things. 
 
When the pipes leak, When the bones creak, 
When the knees go bad,  
I simply remember my favorite things,  
And then I don't feel so bad. 
 
Hot tea and crumpets and corn pads for bunions,  
No spicy hot food or food cooked with onions,  
Bathrobes and heating pads  
and hot meals they bring,  
These are a few of my favorite things. 
 
Back pains, confused brains, and no need for sinnin', 
Thin bones and fractures and hair that is thinnin',  
And we won't mention our short shrunken frames,  
When we remember our favorite things. 
 
When the joints ache,  
When the hips break,  
When the eyes grow dim,  
Then I remember the great life I've had,  
And then I don't feel so bad. 

Ms. Andrews received a standing ovation from the 
crowd that lasted over four minutes and repeated en-
cores 

It wouldn't be funny if it 
wasn't so true 

From an e-mail 

   My apology to Bob Swenson for accidentally leaving 
his name off as having contributed an article. Editor 



 

 

Karen Nanninga 

1379 26th Road  

Axtell, Kansas 66403 

Chapter meetings begin at 7:30 p.m. 
Quartet/polecat practice begins at 7:00 p.m. 

Calendar of Events ���� �

Singing Valentines 

Chapter Retreat 

Chapter Meeting 

Chapter Meeting 

Chapter Meeting 

Chapter Meeting 
Ladies Night 
 
Chapter Meeting 

 

 February 14 

February 16 

February 21 

February 28 

March 6 

March 13 

 

March 20 

Deadline for submitting articles for the next 
InCider is  March 10 

 

Upcoming  Events 

Chapter Retreat  February 19 

Spring Show  April 26 

Thanks to the following for contributing articles–  

Marilyn Bunyan, Harvey Kiser, Terry Nan-
ninga, Pat Caffey, Don Thomson, Loren Alex-
ander  and Steve Fisher  


