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Members of the Little Apple Chorus
listen intently to the instructions of
Jim Bagby.

Couldn’t have been better

By
Bob Swenson

For those who got to experience last Saturday's bar-
bershop experience with Jim Bagby , we know you
gained a lot from his being here. And while many have
stopped to say thanks to me personally, recognize that
we had to do this as a group for it to be successful, so
therefore, your attendance was at least as important as
the few contacts | made to get Jim here.

Sure there are many stories to be told about the fun
we had, but what we gained individually will never be
told in total. | personally found myself wearing out by
the time we quit, and several others have indicated that
they also experienced fatigue from the intense but fun
work we accomplished.

A personal thanks to Harvey Kiser , who checked
and found that we hadn't reserved the meeting area,
then got that all straightened out so we didn't have to go
elsewhere. Also that wonderful riser crew seems to as-
semble the risers in ever-decreasing time and effort.
Thanks guys for your important and sometimes unno-
ticed giving.

But the real darlings that made this day great showed
up about 11:00 AM and prepared a wonderful meal for
us to enjoy without having to go "off premise". It was
tasty, served with a smile, and plentiful. Our ladies
group had planned to do this in an earlier meeting,
then through the efforts of Paula Caffey, Sharon Pur-
vis, Karen Nanninga, Marilyn Bunyan, Janet Kiser,
Connie Lee, and Telva Swenson , we had a great lunch
to enjoy. Thanks Ladies, we couldn't have done it with-
out you.
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QuUIZ

author: Mark Axelrod, editor of "Blue
Chip Chatter," Teaneck, NJ.

QUESTIONS:

1- Who is known as Mr. Barberpole Cat and why? For
extra credit, what was (and is) the purpose of the Bar-
berpole Cat program?

2- Name the two VIP barbershoppers who collabo-
rated with Mr. Barberpole Cat in the creation of the
program.

3- When was the Barberpole Cat program launched?

4- What was the predecessor of the Barberpole Cat
program called and when did that earlier effort come
into existence?

5- How many Pole Cat songs exist today? How many
existed when the program was launched? For extra
credit, name them. Answers on page 11.

It is so hot In
Kansas. . .
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The birds have to use potholders to pull worms out of
the ground.

The trees are whistling for the dogs.

The best parking place is determined by shade instead
of distance.

Hot water now comes out of both taps.

You learn that a seat belt buckle makes a pretty good
branding iron.

The temperature drops below 95 F and you feel chilly.

You discover that in August it only takes 2 fingers to
steer your car.

you discover that you can get sunburned through your
car window.

You actually burn your hand opening the car door.

You break into a sweat the instant you step outside at
7:30 a.m.

You realize that asphalt has a liquid state.

The potatoes cook underground, so all you have to do
is pull one out and add butter.

The cows are giving evaporated milk.

Farmers feed their chickens crushed ice to keep them
from laying boiled eggs.



Board happenings

Pat Caffey

The chapter board met on Monday night August 20" at
Westbank Townhomes Clubhouse. The board decided
that the chapter will pay the registration fee for chapter
members who are singing in the Contest (CSD Conven-
tion and Contest) October 20" in Kansas City. This is
the regular fee. If you want the expanded version, you
can pay the difference. Of course, if your spouse wants
to attend, you need to pay her fee.

The board also decided to pay for the director’s ho-
tel and transportation for the CSD Convention and Con-
test.

The night of November 8" was selected for
Chapter Member Recruitment Night (otherwise known
as guest night.)

The Annual Meeting — when we elect officers — will
be September 27". The slate of officers is listed else-
where in this bulletin.

If you are interested in attending a board meeting,
they are usually on Mondays once a month at the West-
bank Townhomes Clubhouse. The next meeting will be
September 10" at 7:30pm.

Ramblings from associate
director Don Thomson

| still am amazed and happy to see so many of my
friends on Thursday evenings throughout the summer. |
can remember when we might have 11 singers on
Thursday evening, and we would hope to have all the
parts covered. Thursday evenings are so much more
fun when everyone is present.

| think, however, that we could improve on our
promptness. We are good about starting our rehearsals
on time, but more often than not our chorus will double
sometime after we begin. It would be very nice to have
everyone present for the warm-ups and first several
songs we sing. Our director spends a lot of time prepar-
ing for rehearsal, and if we are not there, we can't hear
what he has to present to us. Can we work on that?
Harmony University once again provided members of
our chapter some wonderful Barbershop experiences
(learning and social). | am expecting to read about many

of them in this newsletter. | was able to attend for one
day. In that one day | received excellent instruction from
a premier chorus director, and got to spend a couple of
hours with Joe Liles.

Then, the most fun was eating meals with our Man-
hattan contingent and learning from them their experi-
ences from the day and the week. I can tell you that
each one of them was very involved in their classes and
totally immersed in the activities of the week. What a
sight to behold. | was very proud of all of them, and |
know that we can expect our chorus to be better be-
cause of their involvement. Thanks, guys, for taking time
to improve yourselves while also making our chapter
and chorus better. (I am sure their names will be printed
elsewhere in this newsletter.)

We were honored with the invitation to sing at Mary
Lindquist's funeral on August 4th. This was a difficult
task for us, as most of us knew Mary so well. | am totally
certain that Mary heard us on that day, and | am just as
certain that she was pleased as she has been such a
wonderful Barbershop wife as well as a supporter and
ambassador for us for the past 30 years. We will miss
Mary, and our hearts wil always be with
Jim, Molly and Matt. .

What a wonderful Saturday session with Jim Bagby !
We all were given so many ideas to ponder and remem-
ber. We will try to reemphasize the major points during
our upcoming rehearsals. He certainly had a lot of areas
to work on, and enough material to more than cover
those areas, but he also gave us many compliments,
while pointing out how we can reinforce our strengths.

There is neither time nor space to cover the things
he said. But at the end of the session, he said that he
would be willing to come to a Thursday evening re-
hearsal between now and District Contest. | don't think
he would have said that had he not thought we were
worth it. Hopefuly we can work that out!

The music for the 2008 show is almost solidified.
There are still a couple of loose ends, but by this week,
you will have 90% of the music in your folders.

Remember when we used to have 90% (hopefully)
by January? Now, this is August, and some of us feel
behind the power curve, because we are not sure that
we have all the music yet! We should have everything
in place by the end of the month.

To close with my ramblings, | would like to congratu-
late Karen Nanninga for her wonderful newsletter and
her dedication to doing this important task. | am sorry
that | do not remember the exact placing, but she placed
very high in the competition of electronic newsletters. It
also seems to me that each newsletter gets a little bet-
ter. Thank you, Karen'!



Steve Seals receives his membership cer-
tificate from chapter President Bob
Swenson.

An adventure
with
Harry Harmony
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Harry Harmony went to a psychiatrist

" I've got problems. Every time | go to bed | think there's
somebody under it. I'm scared. | think I'm going crazy."

"Just put yourself in my hands for one year," said the
shrink. "Come talk to me three times a week, and we
should be able to get rid of those fears."

"How much do you charge?"
"Eighty dollars per visit, replied the doctor."
"I'll sleep on it," said Bubba.

Six months later the doctor met Bubba on the street.
"Why didn't you ever come to see me about those fears
you were having?" asked the psychiatrist.

"Well Eighty bucks a visit three times a week for a year
is an awful lot of money! A bartender cured me for $10.
| was so happy to have saved all that money that | went

and bought me a new pickup!"

"Is that so! And how, may | ask, did a bartender cure
you?"

"He told me to cut the legs off the bed! - Ain't nobody
under there now 1"

Attention barbershop wives

At our last meeting we planned the meal for the chorus
members on Aug 18. It was great to have so many will-
ing volunteers. Thanks to all of you who contributed in
any way.

We are in the process of ordering shirts, that will
match the tan shirts that our husbands wear to Church
Performances and other occasions. We will wear them
at the contest in KC. If you would like to order one, we
need to know soon. Joan Thomson is in charge of this
and she has shirts that you that try on for size. The
sizes run small .

We are meeting on the second Thursday evening while
the guys have chapter meeting. We would love to have
you there. Our next meeting will be September 13.
This time we will discuss what we did this summer.
Please try to join us.

Quiz answers

1- Floyd Connett (the Society's very first musical field
rep) was dubbed Mr. Barberpole Cat because the concept
of the program was his. The idea behind the program was/
is to provide all barbershoppers everywhere with common
arrangements of simple barbershop chestnuts to be sung
during contest weekends, inter-chapter get-togethers and
any other events where barbershoppers from different
chapters find themselves in the same place at the same
time. It's barbershopping's very own secret handshake.

2- Mac Huff, a musical field rep employed by the society
in the 1960's and 1970's, and Ralph Ribble, the society
president at the time the program was launched.

3-1971

4- The Barberpole Cat program had no predecessor per
se. However, Floyd Connett saw the need for it, or some-
thing like it, as early as the late 1950's. It was then that
Floyd published the song book entitled Just Plain Barber-
shop, which provided barbershoppers with a common rep-
ertoire for the first time. (Extra personal trivia - In the fall of
1967 when | started singing in my first quartet, the FDU
Barbershop Quartet - this was before | became a society
member - all of the songs we learned were in Just Plain
Barbershop. This collection of old, simple barbershop
tunes remains available from the society to this day).

5- The original Pole Cat songs from 1971 include: My Wild
Irish Rose, Down Our Way, Honey/Little Lize Medley
(counted as one song), Sweet, Sweet Roses Of Morn and
Shine On Me. The 12-song series we are familiar with to-
day was adopted in 1987 by a vote of all society members
and consists of the five songs mentioned above plus: Wait
Till The Sun Shines Nellie, Let Me Call You sweetheart,
Heart of My Heart, Sweet Adeline, Down By The Old Mill
Stream, Sweet And Lovely and You Tell Me Your Dream.
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Upcoming Events

Calendar of Events Sep. 8 4th Annual "Great Kansas Sing

September 6 Chapter Meeting Out" -- Kansas State Fair, Hutchinson, KS
September 10 Board Meeting
September 13 Chapter Meeting

Ladies Night

Deadline for Hotel reservation

for Central States (CSD) Dis- Quartet in Nameplate
trict Fall Convention

September 20

Wooden Notes

September 27 Chapter Meeting

Elections

Thanks to the following for contributing to
this newsletter. Bill Bunyan, Harvey Kiser,
Bob Swenson, Fred Wachsmuth, John Tho-

mason, Terry Nanninga, Don Thomson, Bill
Deadline for submitting articles for the next Lewis, Pat Caffey, Loren Alexander and Bart
InCider is September 10 Bartholomew .




