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Meet Member
Bill Lewis

| am a “late” bloomer as far as barbershop music is
concerned. | enjoy being with men who enjoy singing. |
have to credit Ray Sharp with acting on the form | filled
out at the first Little Apple Barbershop  Show | attended.
He contracted me, and invited to me to your quest. | was
sold. At that time there were five or six men who came
from Clay Center and gasoline wasn't $3.00 a gallon.

As a high school student | played C sax in the band,
so | had to learn to read music. As a 6" grade teacher in
a large suburban school, | discovered that to get the boys
to sing in music class, | needed to sing along with them.
That gave me enough confidence to sing tenor in the
church choir in St. Louis County.

Our immediate family is small. One wife of 56 years,
our one daughter is married and they have three children.
The grandson and one granddaughter are interested in
music.

My hobby is rebuilding wrecked automobiles, which
has kept us in good transportation.

Note from Evelyn: When Bill retired after 27 years as
elementary principal, he swore that he was not going to
write any more “year end” reports. Basically he has stuck
to that!
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(Continued from page 2)

we're trying to do. As witnessed recently there may
need to be some individual "one-on-one" coaching, but
it is given and hopefully received to make us better pre-
pared on the contest stage. And that experience will
surely transfer greater entertainment value to our show
patrons next Spring.

So we encourage you to jump into this new lifestyle
with both feet, be a little crazy, come further out of your
shell, and enjoy the opportunity we've challenged our-
selves to. Hopefully with your involvement and enthusi-
asm your own lifestyle will be enhanced to the point that
you, too, can proudly say "What a Wonderful - - - life-
style!".
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A mother firefly was taking her children for a walk near
dusk, and they came to a dark woods. "All right, kids,"
she ordered, "line up, and whatever happens, don't shine your
light. There are owls in the forest and they might
fly down and eat you!" The small fireflies did as they were told,
with the youngest firefly at the end of the line. As they were
moving carefully along, suddenly the mother saw a light far
back. "Stop!" she whispered. "Who lit the light back there?" "I
did," admitted the youngster. "You heard what | told you,"
scolded the mother. "Why did you disobey?" Well," said the
little one, . . .

"when you gotta glow, you gotta glow."

Annual Meeting Notice

Notice is hereby given to all members of the
Manhattan Chapter, A-063, Central States Dis-
trict, that the annual meeting of this organiza-
tion will be held on Thursday evening, Septem-
ber 27, 2007, at approximately 9:00 PM. We
will conduct an election of officers for the 2008
calendar year, as well as conduct any other
business that may be appropriate at that meet-
ing. Only those chapter members present may
vote. All members are encouraged to attend.

Nominating Committee
Report

By
Terry Nanninga

“ o rorerrr ElEctions

The following slate of officers was
presented to the board for the election
on September 27, 2007

President..........ccccccee i, Harvey Kiser
Membership and

Chapter Development VP.............. Bill Hanson
Music & Performance VP................... Tom Fish
Marketing and
Public Relations VP................ John Thomason
Secretary... ..o veiieiii e e Pat Caffey
TreasUrer....c.covvieie i e e Bill Bunyan
Member at Large...................... Don Thomson
Member at Large................... Loren Alexander
Member atLarge .........cccccoeeun conen. Chuck Marr
Member atLarge ................... ... Jim Lindquist
Member at Large ................ ... Terry Nanninga
Member at Large............ ...... Fred Wachsmuth

Election time will soon be here for the 2008 offi-
cers. This is a very important time for all the chapters
in the society. We spend very little time with business
at our chapter meeting but for the elected board
members there are numerous decisions to make
each month. Your election of these officers really sets
the direction that your chapter follows in its business
matters. We need to nominate and elect those mem-
bers that will direct the chapter in the direction that all
members can support.
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Ten main elements of
Harmony University 2007
according to Loren Alexander

Seven guys from our Little Apple Chorus had var-
ied experiences in the workshops. We gathered to-
gether for meals and general assemblies. All of us got
acquainted with guys (& a few gals) from across the
country and world.

Each of us could talk at length about our many ex-
periences. In the following | give an overview of my
experiences — each other person has a different set.
Above all, this week gave me a lot of things to work on
as | continue to try to make a good sound as | sing.
Ken may hear some results — we hope!

1. Little Apple Chorus Group — The close friend-
ship we developed helped keep the experience posi-
tive. A lot of guys came alone and some sat alone at
meals. We included a variety of guys from other
places in our group; Don Thompson joined us one
day, And we laughed a LOT. “Good friends help make
the day.”

2. Vocal Techniques by Farris C ollins, Albuquer-
que; bass in Bank Street, 1989 2" place, in the top ten
for years. About 15 in this class from three countries
and a variety of choruses. Skill levels varied a lot.
Each of us got analyzed and helped with technique.
Very positive approach by Farris. Scary to me — and
to most of the others.

“Breathe through the nose with open mouth — and RE-
LAX.”

3. Harmony College Chorus , Russ Young , Dir.,
Mesa, AZ, bar. in Standing Room Only, 4x medalists.
About 25 in chorus (2 bar's — a Canadian and me) — all
degrees of vocal mastery — intensive instruction and
drill that ended in a credible performance. Huge ad-
vance in 5 days past big problems. Thanks to Russ
and everyone in the group.

“Loren — project more!”

4. Rehearsal Techniques for Quartets, by Brandon
Guyton, Cleveland, TN; in College Champion Qt 1996,
Int'l Champion Qt 2002, Pro Tools software program
engineer. 40+ in class (9T, 9L, 15B, 8 Bar.) Thor-
ough presentation on organization and tone balance.
“Adjust tone to common placement and sound im-
proves greatly.” Yes!

5. How To Be A Great Baritone, by Russ
Young. 4 guys — two from our chorus and 2 from a
chapter that brought all of the chorus -- fees paid. Ob-
served and analyzed DVDs for baritone quality and
techniques; the four of us tried things as a quartet.
Russ has coached most gold medal quartets. “Fine
tuning of a chord requires bar’s to adjust pitch and vol-
ume.” Itisn't easy!!

Waurick, St. Peters, MO; tenor in Vocal Spectrum ,
2006 Int'l Qt. Champions, tenor section leader in Am-
bassadors of Harmony . Introduction. to and demo of
use of inexpensive software programs; then, a few par-
ticipants recorded tracks for learning CDs. Astounding
possibilities; tweak anything. (Tim went wild on a song
in the final show with VS. Phew! Great!!)

“Careful, tedious work pays off more than expensive
software

7. Evening events: General assembly (everyone in
one large room with large screens and good sound sys-
tem). Jim Henry, Dir of Ambassadors of Harmony
gave keynote address and audience gave huge reac-
tion. It's available on website. “Barbershop is NOT a
hobby for most of us, but a ministry.” Other nights we
had first-timers groups perform (no instruction—just fun
stuff), quartets, our Harmony College Chorus , a gos-
pel sing with Joe Liles , and the last night a big program
with Mason'’s youth chorus, a directors’ chorus, Honors
Chorus, Ambassadors of Harmony, and Vocal Spec-
trum. “Best venue and quality I've ever heard.” (Brian
helped us save seats in fifth row in a wonderful old thea-
ter in downtown St. Joseph, MO.)

8. Morning events: General assemblies with a new
tag by a new guy each day, a song directed by a new
guy each day (we got the music ahead of time), an-
nouncements with great wit by Rick Spencer. We
(hundreds) sang polecat songs prior to the beginning of
each session — a variety of guys directed these.

9. Campus: We had a market place upstairs, meals
in large dining hall (Union), rooms in dorms. Buildings
are scattered over a lot of space so we walked a lot, and
all of them look about alike -- so some of us got lost now
and then. The Missouri Western State University seems
to be very new — nice rooms and good technical equip-
ment. Harmony University will take place here at least
the next five years.

10. Rick Spencer and all other organizers and
workers: They did a fine job. If you have worked with
organizing an event, imagine having one for 700 folks
from many chapters from around the world at a time
when you are moving everything from one location to
another. Messy stuff happens.

Next year should run much better, as a lot of us did-
n't get the music and learning CDs ahead of time, etc.
Accolades for Rick, who kept announcements fun to
hear, and to the whole crew (many), who did yeoman
work. And to the faculty who maintained a positive atti-
tude throughout. Cheers! Vielen Dank! Dank U wel.
Arigato gozaimasu, Muchas gracias!
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What a week!

By
Bill Bunyan

It has taken a week for my feet to approach the
ground. How could it not be great? We had Loren with
his wisdom and humor, the great voices of Brian
Swenson and Tom Fish, the eager approach to meet-
ing folks of Harvey, cheerleader Fred and Mr. Awe-
some's ability to break the "ice" in any situation (testing
mikes, scooting all over the place and serving as
"guinea pig" in the Physics of Sound classes).

Add truly awe inspiring instructors such as Joe Liles ,
David Wright, & Royce Ferguson plus friends, music
and ice cream. It added up to this "its great to be a Bar-
bershopper!"

Did | learn anything? Where do you start after such
a week of singing barbershop music for and with some
of the worlds top singers, directors and song writers.
When you are surrounded by talented barbershoppers
from all over the world, it's easy to sing your best ever!

The techniques to become a good barbershop singer
includes - keep the breath support constant; sing as if
you are going to break out in a smile; keep a sigh in
your voice; don't push the sound, let it flow; listen to and
blend with the leads tone and pitch; enjoy the sound of
your group; feel it; trust in your quartet or chorus; put
yourself in the championship mode and GO FOR IT!

For me, | had two "gold medal moments: when eve-
rything clicked and we made music as a quartet. With
two fine tenors to my right and our own Brian Swenson
on my left using his great baritone to make the music
flow, my bass seemed to fit and | could feel the music
and the goose bumps confirmed it.

| can't wait until next year. Now if | could just find 3
other guys to sing with, it would be truly "GREAT TO BE
A BARBERSHOPPER!"

Karen’s
Komments

Well, the picnic is history now, (there are reports on
it elsewhere in this newsletter), From the reports | am
hearing, it was a good day. We were very glad you
could come. | do not mind entertaining, and | have
about decided that | like to cook, | just don't like to de-
cide what to cook. The Wooden Notes are still stand-
ing, but they will soon finish their performance, to
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What an eye opener
By
Fred Wachsmuth

This week at Harmony University was an eye
opener. It is not just a hobby; it is a life style, if you
want to put the theme for it. Try “Gold Medal Moment.”
| tell you the whole week was my “Gold Medal Mo-
ment. The family that we all belong to is awesome, the
harmony, and music is the best kept secret. We mem-
bers need to get this out to as many people as possi-
ble. It should not be a secret.

The dedication of the staff and all that were there to
share the love their art, and | mean everybody, was
just a heart lifting experience. The teaching part was
mind bending. The love they have for sharing their
knowledge was outstanding. We did have some rough
spots that turned out for the best and if you are a direc-
tor, | have all the heartfelt respect for you. | know from
experience this week from the harmony collage cho-
rus, you have to represent your chapter, and yourself,
and what needs to be done to get that harmony experi-
ence.

The energy | have gotten with this, | will say is
awesome. The friendships | have made this week will
out weigh anything. | had so much fun with Don, Bill,
Loren, Harvey, Brian, Tom and | can't leave out Mr.
Awesome. He was my lift for the day, and also the
Thursday night practice. It was a gas, and | look for-
ward to the years that | will spend with my chapter.

| woke this morning with a renewed light shining in
my heart for the love of Barbershop. | will just tell you
that this time here at Harmony was more than a learn-
ing experience. The show Saturday was a most beau-
tiful music experience for this first timer.

Wow. | love starting day with song and ending with
song. will be going back next year and for years to
come.
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make way for the next ones. (For those of you who
could not come, | have scarecrows who do different
things in the lower yard, through out the year, and this
time is was a barbershop quartet). My daughter
thought we should name them, Ron, Tim, Zeke , and
Rob. Would anyone know where she got that idea?

It was fun to sit in the back of the room while Jim
Bagby was working with the members. Everyone
was giving him their full attention and putting in to
practice to the best of their ability to do what he said.
Great job guys.

Our new exchange student was with us, Alexan-
der is from Germany, and plays the cello. He was
impressed with the music style. It was new to him.
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Ah ah moments at
Harmony University

By
Harvey Kiser VP, Marketing and Public
Relations

Many an ‘a-ha’ was experienced by this writer at
Harmony University held in St. Joseph July 29 to Au-
gust 5. The classes | took were Vocal Techniques,
How to Be a Better Bass, Singing in the Harmony Cho-
rus, and ‘Tune It or Die’ The ‘a-ha’s for this singer
were:

The size of the opening inside the mouth
is the key to better vowel production.
This involves keeping the tongue

relaxed with the tip touching the

back of the lower teeth.

Unexpected tension robs the singer

of producing good vowel sounds.

For each of the 20 students in the
Vocal Techniques class, instructor
James Estes helped all individually
improve their singing by reducing
tension in the arms, legs, neck, cheeks,
lips and tongue as well as improving
their posture.

“Standing” in our seats is a way to
describe the seating position for
better sound production.

The internal smile

lifts the cheek and the eyebrow muscles
and greatly facilitates the tuning of

our chords.

Moving up a % step on the scale seems
to be a larger move than one would
expect and moving down %2 step on

the scale seems to be less of a move
down than one would think.

Joe Liles , one of our Society’s premier instructors
and arrangers, used five exercises to have us tune our
chords finding the ‘sweet spot’ in the chord. As we
went through the week, we learned to listen better to
each other that improved the tuning of the chords al-
lowing us to have the thrill of hearing the ‘overtones’ as
well as ‘undertone’ tones. What a great sound we are
able to make!

| urge anyone, who hasn't ever attended the annu-

ally-held Harmony University, please plan to do so in the
near future! | think that afterwards you will look at sing-
ing in a new way! Having Jim Bagby coach our chorus
last Saturday is an example of what you experience at
Harmony University. There are 50 faculty members like
Jim. The fantastic and inspiring week also included
singing with 580 guys in our morning opening sessions
and the tremendous Saturday night show of the Honors
Chorus directed by Jim Henry , the Next Generation
Chorus, the Directors Chorus, the Ambassadors of
Harmony Chorus and the international champion Vo-
cal Spectrum quartet.

Mr. Awesome
From harmonyuniversity.blogspot.com/

You knew you were in the presence of greatness...
but of awesomeness too? The name badge never lies:
Mason Swenson is truly awesome, as his badge
proudly declares. A third-generation Barbershopper,
the 11-year-old hails from the Manhattan, Kansas
Chapter.

Try to spot Mr. Awesome as he blurs past on his Razr
scooter, chatting away on his ever-present celly head-
set.

And ask him if he is in fact more awesome than Joe
Connelly. Our preliminary analysis:



