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Karen Nanninga , Editor and Publisher

October 2006

Little Apple Chorus singing at Fort Riley September 17

President Swenson sums it up: “To the man, everyone agreed this is one of our most re-
warding times invested together as a chorus. We appreciate so much what the Soldiers are

doing for our country, and hope our little contribution in some way says that we do care and un-
derstand their sacrifices.”

It was very impressive that forty members of the Chorus came together for six performances
on Fort Riley on Sunday 17 September 2006. This was our second year to commemorate 9/11
and say we appreciate the efforts of our Soldiers and their families by singing at their Sunday
services. Installation Chaplain COL Kenneth Sampson was our host. He arranged for a bus to

transport the chorus from Ogden to each performance and back as well as the scheduling with
each Chapel.

The activities of the day were captured in pictures by our editor Karen Nanninga and Chap-
lain Erich Schwartz . Some of those pictures are shown in this issue. A framed print named
“The Hope of a Nation” was presented to Chaplain Sampson in appreciation for his efforts.

Sunflower Bank hosted a refreshment break with rolls and juice for everyone.
Thank you to each member of the Chorus that made this event possible.

P—igg Gary Drake Lead

The chapter and chorus meet every Thursday evening

at 7:30 p.m. at the First Methodist Church Activit

y Center
on the corner of Poyntz and 6th Street, Manhattan, Kansas.
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InCider Press,a monthly publication, is t
official publication of the Manhattan, Kanga
chapter of the Central States District (CSD) offtl
Barbershop Harmony Society.

The Manhattan Chapter is the home of [t
Little Apple Chorus. The chapter and chorus
every Thursday evening at 7:30 p.m. at the F
Methodist Church Activity Center on the corne
Poyntz and 6th Street, Manhattan, Kansas.

For more information about meetings or join
call or write to the Editor. (see below
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Looking back - - and forward!

| couldn't find a single guy that could say anything negative about
our experience in Wichita. They were all pleased with the evaluation
we received, and it simply re-enforced what Ken Lang has been telling
us all along. And the Judges who reviewed our performance with us
were complimentary in presenting ideas and ways to improve.

So what was the point of going? We knew we stood little chance of
winning anything, but we prepared as best we could make our few mo-
ments on stage as good as we could. We, individually and collectively,
fell short of what I'd call a perfect performance, but I'm sure it was bet-
ter than had we not tried to compete. For me, the purpose was to im-
prove my own singing and performing skills.

I know | learned a lot from the experience. There is something ex-
citing about trying to do your best in a competition. Some of the com-
ments given brought to light the fact that anytime we can improve our
competition score, we are at the same time improving the value of our
performance to any audience. So by competing, we have advanced
our own cause by increasing the value of our performance. As we get
better, more and more people will want to hear and see us.

At our most recent board meeting, we discussed the benefits of
competition. No one approached it with the idea that we had to win
something in order to be successful, but rather how the experience will
improve our performance skills. To that end we need to improve our
own skills by being more efficient in our chapter meetings, especially
when it come to time on the risers.

Soon to be published will be a set of riser etiquette rules that we're
asking our musical leadership to enforce. Consider the fact that you
have earned, through your own work, the right to be asked to perform
with the chorus. That is a privilege, but it also carries an obligation on
your part to advance the needs of the chorus as you participate. |
know not what the riser rules are going to be, but they will be designed
to make our riser time more efficient, and with that efficiency, we will
have more time to hone our performance into the best possible presen-
tation.

It is a fact that the better we sing, the better we entertain, and the
better we entertain, the more people will want to hear us. The more
who hear us will increase our show attendance, provide more funds for
our chapter's operation, and therefore advance our chapter as one that
not only sings well, but entertains well. Your own personal commit-
ment to better use of our riser time can only make the chapter a better
one. Thanks for your commitment to making our chapter a better one.

In conclusion, please make a couple of notes about future dates
very important to our planned success. The annual installation ban-
qguet will be held after Christmas Caroling on December 14th. This is a
great time of sharing together, and the fun and fellowship is second to
none.

We have also scheduled an all-chapter retreat for Saturday, Febru-
ary 3. Details will be forthcoming, but it will be an opportunity for every
member to have some input into setting chapter goals and aspirations
for the future. Mark these two dates on your calendars now and plan
to share with us.

And finally, thank you for the opportunity to serve as your chapter

(Continued on page 3)
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Gary Drake presents Chaplain Sampson with a print
of “The Hope of a Nation” in appreciation for his
efforts on our behalf.

The Chorus singing in the main post chapel.

Dorothy Dickerhoof, Yvonne Drake, Karen Trail,
Evelyn Lewis, Joan Thomson, Diego Benavides,
Karen Nanninga and Cindy Garwick were with the
Chorus for their performances.

(Continued from page 2)

president for 2007. | will do my best to make every as-
pect of barbershop singing in Manhattan as enjoyable
as possible throughout the year.

Bob Swenson President

This chapel is the oldest building on the post in
continuous use.

A family
affair

We have three genera-
tions of the Swenson’s
singing in our Chap-
ter. They are Bob,
Brian and Mason

Photo by Erich Schwartz
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Spring Show plans

Plans are well underway for the musical portion of the Spring
Show. | would say that we are 98% certain of the songs we will
learn and sing. | have listed them below. Along with the names
of the songs, | have made some notes to help you in your
planning, learning, and individual rehearsals. | think this will be
another fun show to both prepare for and to produce. Our mu-
sic leadership team and the creative committee have both met
and had input to the music and the production. They, too,
seem excited about the music, so | hope you are enjoying the
songs that have been introduced so far.

Hey, Look Me Over
Heart
Do You Hear The People Sing

Please be off the music by November 2nd. Choreography will
be introduced.

Brother Can You Spare A Dime
We are well on our way with this one. Good job in learning it!
Sit Down, You're Rockin' The Boat

You are doing a great job in learning this new song. Isn't it
fun?

That Old Gang of Mine

Where Have My Old Friends Gone?
Probably will be introduced later this month.

Give My Regards To Broadway
Will be introduced at a later date.

What | Did For Love
Isn't this a lovely piece.

Friends
Beautiful arrangement of a more modern song.

This Is My Country
Probably will not be introduced until early next year.

We are off to a great start! When we are rehearsing on Thurs-
day evenings, please make being off music being part of your
learning process. We have been singing several of these
songs for a few months now...and | think that any song we
sing should be able to be memorized after spending a few
months on it. It will probably take some individual rehearsal
time, however. | hope you will be willing to spend this time.
November 2nd is not that far away!

Don D. Thomson Associate Director

Sharon and Leonard Purvis, Myron Calhoun,
Joan and Don Thomson, Telva Swenson,
Marilyn and Bill Bunyan and Janet Kiser pre-
paring the CSD convention badges. Harvey
Kiser took the photo and Bob Swenson was in
the office printing the badges

Photo by Harvey Kiser

President Bob Swenson presents Bill Bunyan
with the Barbershopper of the month award at
our chapter picnic.

This months barbershopper of the month is Bill
Bunyan. Bill is our chapter treasurer. Bill and
his very able assistant Marilyn do a great job
of keeping track of our funds and seeing that
they go to the right places at the right time.

Thanks a lot Bill.




