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               At the Installation of officers celebration on 12-14-2006, Bill Hanson’s selection as 
Barbershopper of the Year for 2006 was announced by John Trail, BOTY for 2005.  Each year, 
the members of The Manhattan Chapter of Barbershop Harmony Society select their barber-
shopper of the year.  There are many reasons a specific person is chosen.   As for me, I have 
enjoyed being greeted each practice, I have seen how visitors have been put at ease, found a 
voice part to try and have current music to use.  Bill keeps a table with badges, information, 
and sign up sheets; then reminds us they are there.   Bill  working with other members as Vice 
President of Chapter Development has helped Little Apple Chorus grow; adding new members 
almost every month.   I am sure the Little Apple Chorus members have made a super choice 
in their selection of Bill Hanson as BOTY of 2006 

John Trail  BOTY 2005  �  
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John Trail BOTY 2005 
presented BOTY 2006 
Bill Hanson with his 

plaque at the installa-
tion banquet. 



  Page 2                                                        InCider Press                                         December 2006 

Bulletin Editor 

Karen Nanninga    
1379 26th Road 
 Axtell,  Kansas 66403 

 Phone: 785-736-2870  
email: taren@bluevalley.net  

 Unless carrying a byline or some form of credit to 
borrowed sources, all items in this bulletin are by 
the editor and do not necessarily reflect the 
opinions of the chapter or board.  All photos in the 
bulletin are by the editor, unless otherwise 
identified. 
    All chapter officers are expected and chapter 
members are encouraged to contribute their ideas 
on a regular basis 

Chapter Officers 
President…………...…………  …..Bob Swenson 
Membership and……………. .. Rodney Stanfield 
   Chapter Development VP… …and Bill Hanson 
Music & Performance VP…….  .…..Steve Fisher 
Marketing and  
Public Relations VP….………… ...Harvey Kiser 
Secretary………………………  …….Pat Caffey 
Treasurer………………….…… …...Bill Bunyan 
Member at Large…….…..……   …..Pat Caffey 
Member at Large……….……… …….Gary Mott 
Member at Large ………..…… ……….Ken Lyle 
Member at Large ……………  …....Jim Lindquist 
Member at Large ……………  ....John Schlender 
Member at Large……………   …..Don Thomson 

Appointments  
SPEBSQSA  A-063 Delegate… … ...Bill Hanson 
Musical Director.…………………   …...Ken Lang 
Associate Musical Director …   ….Don Thomson 
Assistant Musical Director……  . Myron Calhoun 
Music Chairman………….……  … ….Bob Ridley 
Service Chairman………… … ….Leonard Purvis 
Show Chairman...………....... ..Jim Lindquist and  
…………………………………..      Don Thomson 
Uniforms……………….………    …  ..Chuck Marr 
Bulletin Editor…….....………..    .Karen Nanninga 
Web Master…………………......Bart Bartholomew 
       www.littleapplechorus.org  

     InCider Press, a monthly publication,  is 
the official publication of the Manhattan, 
Kansas  chapter of the Central States 
District (CSD) of the Barbershop Harmony 
Society.  
     The Manhattan Chapter is the home of 
the Little Apple Chorus.  The chapter and 
chorus meet  every Thursday evening at 
7:30 p.m. at the First Methodist Church 
Activity Center on the corner of Poyntz and  
6th Street, Manhattan, Kansas. 
     For more information about meetings or 
joining call or write to the Editor. (see 
below) 

     Over 90 of our members enjoyed a delightful evening on Decem-
ber 14 during our Caroling  and Installation banquet event.  Bedecked 
in bright winter vestments in spite of 55 degree temperatures, the 
VLQ's caroled at local retirement and care centers then combined 
forces for our Installation Banquet and Christmas Party at the local 
American Legion.  My thanks to your chapter's first lady Telva for the 
beautiful table decorations that were given as attendance prizes to 
one lucky person at each table. 

       While each of us has our own special memories of the occasion, I 
must admit that my personal best recollection was the impressive in-
stallation ceremony so ably conducted by CSD President-Elect Don 
Fuson.  During that time and since, I have been reminded of the awe-
some responsibility we take on as chapter officers.     

      Our charge is to further the interests of the chapter, committing 
our personal time and resources toward that effort.  While most of it is 
quite enjoyable, behind it all is the still, ever-mindful thought that our 
inaction or failure to communicate could result in less than a great 
barbershop experience to all of you who've put your trust in your offi-
cers for the coming year. 

      So my pledge to you for the coming year is to lead us onward and 
upward.  Since Harvey Kiser will assume this office for 2008, my term 
is already defined in time, but how will that term measure up to your 
expectations?  The goals have not yet been set, but I am confident 
that your chapter board will work diligently toward making the largest 
Kansas Barbershop chapter as successful as it can possible be. 

    And how do we measure that success?  Many years ago Eric 
Jackson , leader of the Lifeblood Experience that CSD hosted for 
three years, told us the we measure success by counting.  We count 
the number of chairs we set up for each meeting, we count the num-
ber of risers our chorus uses.  We count the number of people attend-
ing our chapter meetings and shows.  We count the number of Sing-
ing Valentines we will deliver.  We count the number of church per-
formances and those who attend chapter picnics.  We count the dol-
lars and time given for other worthwhile causes. 

  Yes, it is the counting that ultimately determines success, and to-
ward building the numbers we've reached so far, we will diligently 
seek to raise every one to a new high.  Seventy-six members is not a 
resting place but merely a point on our journey toward being the best 
that we can be.  Likewise any other number we can recall that deals 
with our chapter is merely a point from which to begin building. 

  Please join us in building a wonderful barbershop experience for all.  
Dedicate some of your personal time toward making our chapter the 
best it can be.  Volunteer to learn music and choreography, be on 
time for chapter meetings, be attentive to our musical leadership, but 
most of all enjoy the experience of a wonderful hobby and fellowship.  
You, too, will have a wonderful time. 

Bob Swenson  President �  

What a Wonderful Time 
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      Yes we know it isn't even the end of the Holiday season, but as barbershoppers we've got to keep looking 
forward.   While most of the Christmas Parties have been celebrated, there's more important responsibilities 
coming up in our chapter's existence.  The first one: 
                                                                               February 3, 2007  

      This is the date of our first (annual?) chapter retreat!  This is a time for every member of the chapter to pro-
vide some input into our chapter's current and future operation.  Early indications it will be from 9:00 AM until 
2:00 PM and include a pot-luck luncheon with our families about mid-day.  Starting and ending early helps those 
that attend the KSU Basketball games get to Bramlage on time. 

       OK then, what is a retreat you ask?   It is an opportunity to meet for an extended period of time to focus on 
our chapter.  Yes we'll sing, rehearse valentines and show songs, but we'll also do some deep thinking about 
what you'd like your chapter to provide to enhance your enjoyment of our hobby. 

       In past years when we were a smaller chapter,  most of the planning and development of ideas was done by 
the chapter board.  Now that we're at least a medium-sized chapter, the planning, confirmation or augmenta-
tion of our vision and mission statements, building a calendar of future events, and determining what goals need 
to be accomplished in the next one to five years needs to be expanded so that the whole chapter can take own-
ership of our being. 

       Your attendance is important to add your thoughts, voice, and momentum to this important event.  Once the 
final plans have been made, we'll make them available during January.  Watch for a sign-up sheet so that you 
can add your name and energy to this most important event. 

      And how about:                                                 February 14, 2007  

      I think you can Identify this as a very important day in our chapter's life.  The umpteenth annual $inging Val-
entine$ program will launch for the final time from 300 Yuma!  Thereafter, the city will own our $inging Valentine$ 
birthplace for the southern portion of downtown redevelopment. 

       During January those wishing to form quartets are welcome at the chapter meetings one-half hour early to 
rehearse those songs and try to find the right "other three" voices to make a dent in the number of $inging Valen-
tine$ that our chapter typically delivers.  Of course the wonderful party that evening is always fun as we relive the 
stories witnessed that day. 

       For non-quartet members, there are drivers, presenters, dispatchers, rose preparation, advertising, phone 
answering, and a host of other responsibilities that make this our single most profitable day of the year.  So come 
on down, find those "other three" or simply pitch in an help make this our most successful $inging Valentine$ 
ever! 

And what's                                                               April 28, 2007 

      If you guessed, you got it right - - Show.   The creative committee has developed a wonderful show for us to 
deliver twice on that day.  We've started to learn the music, and other aspects of the show are being put together 
for yet another local hit.  Be ready to not only help us on the risers, but to help sell tickets, sell ads, rehearse, and 
enjoy our chapter's largest collective endeavor.  McCain Auditorium needs to be filled for both the 2:00 and 7:30 
shows.  

       So be as regular as you can this spring in your attendance.  It will help us all present a show we'll all be 
proud  to witness. 

Bob Swenson President  �  

 

Important Dates Ahead 
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     As I thought about what I might include in my autobiographical sketch, I quickly concluded that my sketch will be 
the antithesis of those previously published.  I didn’t grow up in a home where we routinely gathered around the 
piano and sang, I didn’t take piano or other musical instrument lessons as a child, I didn’t sing in a college glee 
club, I am not a second-or third-generation barbershopper, I wasn’t inspired to become a barbershopper based 
upon my admiration of a given barbershop quartet or chorus, I had never attended a barbershop show prior to 
singing in one and no-one asked me to attend one of your weekly meetings - - my wife sent me! 

     I am basically a mixed-chorus, church-choir singer who landed in a barbershop chorus.  I was born on a small 
farm in eastern Pennsylvania.  My introduction to choir singing occurred when I joined our church’s junior choir 
probably at the age of 9 or 10; as a teenager I migrated to the senior choir and I have sung in church choirs ever 
since.  During my high-school years I sang with the boys- and mixed-choruses.  After high school, college was not 
financially possible so my singing was limited to singing in the church choir on Sunday morning. 

     My job after graduation from high school was as a printing pressman working a rather unusual shift of 6 p.m. to 
either 2 or 4 a.m.  Working those hours didn’t allow much time for watching TV or attending shows.  As a result, I 
have no recollection of ever hearing a barbershop quartet or chorus sing.  I was rescued from working that dreadful 
shift when I received an invitation from the President of the United States (draft notice) to report for duty in the 
United States Army in April 1963.   

     Private Bartholomew, at Fort Knox, Kentucky, quickly learned that if he told the chaplain at the Sunday service 
that he wanted to sing in the choir the next Sunday, he would be excused to attend choir practice on Wednesday 
evening.  An evening away from spit-polishing the barracks surely had appeal and my choir singing suddenly ex-
tended from my little country church in Pennsylvania to military chapels scattered around the world.  Most of the 
highlights of my musical background are rooted in military chapels during my 26-year military career;  I will expand 
upon a few. 

     In 1968, I was commanding an artillery battery in Vietnam.  My battery occupied a hilltop firebase a consider-
able distance from the base camps and, whenever possible, a chaplain would arrive via helicopter and we’d have 
church service.  Hymns have never been more meaningful than those we sang while sitting on empty artillery am-
munition crates, sometimes under pouring monsoon rain, and usually punctuated by the muzzle blasts of my artil-
lery weapons being fired in support of the maneuver forces in the valleys below.   

     A second highlight was when I attended the Command and General Staff College at Fort Leavenworth, Kansas.  
As usual, I sang regularly in the choir of the main protestant chapel and, as the Christmas season approached, a 
new opportunity appeared.  Our choir director encouraged us to participate in a large, combined choir to sing Han-
del’s “Messiah” in the College’s main auditorium.  What a thrill; I looked forward to the next opportunity to sing the 
“Messiah.” 

     A third highlight was during our service in Hanau, Germany in the early 80’s.  Again, I was a regular member of 
the church choir and as Christmas approached the choir director mentioned that she very much wanted to be able 
to take the choir caroling through the various military housing areas.  She had learned that I was always up to a 
challenge, so she suggested that I find a German farmer who would agree to pull us through the neighborhood on 
either a horse-drawn or tractor-drawn wagon.  I couldn’t find the horses but I did (alles auf Deutsch) find a farmer 
who agreed to pull us with his tractor.  The evening could not have been more fairy-tale like.  With snow falling 
softly on our head and shoulders, seated securely on our hay wagon, we traversed the housing areas treating the 
residents to Christmas music.  Christmas carols have never been more special to me than they were that year.   

     The last two highlights stem from our years at the United States Military Academy, West Point, New York.  The 
Military Academy is fortunate to have several chapels for the staff and families and a huge, beautiful, Gothic cathe-
dral (the Cadet Chapel) for the cadets.  I routinely sang in the protestant chapel where I even had the opportunity 
to sing an occasional solo.  One solo, in particular, ranks high in my musical memory book.  At a combined-chapel, 
outdoor, Easter-sunrise service, on a point that overlooks the Hudson River to the north (Trophy Point), I had the 
privilege of singing, “I Walked Today Where Jesus Walked.”  What a thrill. 

     And, finally, each Christmas the choirs from the chapels on West Point combined with several choirs from local 
colleges to make up a choir that numbered about 150.  This huge choir with a full orchestra performed Handel’s 
“Messiah” in the beautiful Cadet Chapel.  I can still hear those chords reverberating within those high ceilings and 
arches.  Those performances during the four years we served at West Point surely rank as the high point of my 
choral singing.                                                                                                                                  Continued on page 5 

Meet Member Bart Bartholomew 


